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(1918-1920)

(continued from previous issue)
On 5 January 1919, the Board of the Community
of Muslims of Erivan Province was established
in Baku.1 One of the main objectives of the
community was to promptly inform the
government and parliament of Azerbaijan,
as well as the allied command about the
situation of the Muslims of Erivan Province,
to render material assistance to Muslim
refugees from Erivan Province. On 8 January
1919, an appeal from the Executive Board of
Muslims of Erivan Province was read out at
a meeting of the parliament of the Azerbaijan
Republic.

«The Life of Refugees». Artist A. Azimzadeh. 1924.
This is how the Soviet-era painter saw Azerbaijanis
expelled from their native lands
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The first page of the list of attacks of Armenian forces on the Azerbaijani villages of Zangazur. 12 January 1919

I

t stated that «the Armenian troops
have captured the entire Surmali
County and parts of Erivan,
Yelizavetpol and Sharur counties and
are moving to Nakhchivan, and the
civilian Muslim population is partly
massacred and partly expelled from
their villages and is forced to flee to
the mountains inside Persia, which
threatens them with imminent
death. The territory cleared by force
is populated by Armenian refugees
from Turkish Armenia. It is necessary
to take steps to protect the physical
existence of the Muslim population
of Erivan Province.»2 A telegram
from the chairman of the Board and
later the diplomatic representative
of Azerbaijan in Armenia, Teymur
Khan Makinski, to ADR Prime
Minister F. Khoyski on 18 January
1919 described the situation which
developed in the province after
the withdrawal of Turkish troops:
«As you know, last summer Turkish
army units occupied parts of Erivan
Province almost totally populated
by Muslims, namely the Surmali and
Sharur counties, as well as parts of the
Echmiadzin, Erivan and Nakhchivan
counties. In the latter county Muslims
also make up a significant majority.
As the Turks withdrew from these
places, the government of the
Armenian Republic, considering for
unknown reasons the entire Erivan
Province to be an integral part of
the Armenian Republic, seized
the entire Surmali county and the
parts of the Erivan and Echmiadzin
countries where Muslims live almost
as a solid mass, and intends to take
the Sharur and Nakhchivan counties,
where troops have been sent and
where, according to our information,
1
2

military clashes are taking place
between the Armenian forces and
the Muslim population.» Given
that «the Azerbaijani government
has no opportunity to actively
defend the population of these
areas, which are an integral part of

Azerbaijan», Makinski offered to
organize a special conference of
representatives of the Armenian
and Azerbaijani republics and the
allied command in Tiflis. In addition
to the diplomatic representative
of the ADR in Georgia, M. Jafarov,
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A caution from the commander of the British troops in the Transcaucasia to
the prime minister of the Republic of Armenia on the termination of attempts
to resolve territorial disputes by force. 19 February 1919

the commission was supposed to
include members of the Azerbaijani
government familiar with the issue
of Erivan and a representative of
the community. Makinski noted the
need to take urgent measures to
appoint a diplomatic representative
of the government of Azerbaijan to
the Republic of Armenia as soon as
possible.3 On 31 January, Azerbaijan
newspaper reported that Attorney
Muhammad Khan Tekinski was
appointed diplomatic representative
of the ADR to the Ararat Republic.4
Azerbaijan newspaper on 14
January 1919 published a letter
from an outstanding representative
3
4
5
6
7
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of the Community of Muslims of
Erivan Province, Mir Hidayat Seyidov,
to the chairman of the ADR Council
of Ministers, F. Khoyski. It noted that
under the pretext of accompanying
Armenian refugees to Erivan Province,
Andranik and his unit are going to
help the Armenian troops fighting
the Muslims of the province. At the
same time, the Armenian refugees,
who are Turkish nationals, settle
in Muslim-populated areas, while
Muslims are expelled by force of
arms. The report also stated that after
the withdrawal of the Turkish troops
from Nakhchivan and Sharur, the
Muslim population of these counties

declared the establishment of the
Aras government. The report reflects
the plight of the Ordubad population,
which was also threatened with
physical extermination by the
Armenian armed forces and gangs
of Andranik. At the end, the report
expressed a strong belief that the
government of Azerbaijan would
take urgent and decisive action to
ensure that the population of these
districts of Yerevan Province «is not
wiped out, crushed and broken up»,
would send the required number of
troops, as well as report the woeful
state of the Muslim population of the
province to all nations and people
through the press.5
The study of another note from
Foreign Minister A. Ziyadkhanov on
21 March 1919 to the diplomatic
representative of Azerbaijan in
Georgia, M. Jafarov, shows that the
destruction of Muslim villages in
Erivan Province - Garagach, Gadilu,
Garabaylar, Agasibayli, Dahnaz and
Shaganlu - was accompanied by
the capture of several hundred
girls and women.6 This action of the
Armenian armed groups outraged
the government of Azerbaijan, which
sent a protest to the government
of Armenia through its diplomatic
representative in Armenia, M.
Tekinski, on 24 March 1919: «On
behalf of my government, I suggest
that the government of the Republic
of Armenia immediately release all
captured Muslim women and girls
from the hands of the Armenian
soldiers.»7 As can be seen from the
contents of the telegram from the
deputy diplomatic representative of
Azerbaijan to Georgia, F. Vakilov, to
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Minister of Foreign Affairs M. Jafarov
on 31 March 1919, the issue was
raised with the representative of the
Supreme Allied Command in Erivan.8
However, according to a telegram
from the authorized representative
of the ADR, M. Tekinski, to Armenia’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs on 12 July
1919, the Armenian side was not
going to return the several hundred
Muslim women taken away as
concubines by Armenian soldiers.9
Questions concerning the plight of
the Muslim population in Armenia
were also discussed during a
meeting between the diplomatic
representative M. Tekinski and the
Armenian catholicos on 18 March
1919. In a telegram dated 2 April
1919 to ADR Foreign Minister M.
Jafarov, Tekinski notes that the
catholicos pointed to the need for
friendship between Armenia and
Muslims and promised to urge the
Armenian people to live peacefully
with the Muslims.»10
The problem of the territorial
conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan was discussed at the
peace conference which was
convened in Tbilisi on 27 April and
continued its work in commissions
during May 1919. The conference
discussed the prospects of the
independence of the peoples of
Transcaucasia and looked at ways
of political and economic unity
among its peoples. In the same
vein, Armenia’s Foreign Minister S.
Tigranyan spoke on behalf of the
government of Armenia and F. Kh.
Khoyski on behalf of the government
of Azerbaijan. Tigranyan said that now
for the first time the independent
peoples of Transcaucasia have
8
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Report from the Interim Governor of Zangazur, Shusha, Javanshir and
Jabrayil counties of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the prime minister of the
republic on the attacks of Armenian forces on the Azerbaijani population of
the region with the aim of exterminating and evicting them. September 1919

come to realize the necessity of
unity, and this realization is the
key to the fact that joint and
harmonious life becomes possible.
The conference agreed that, in the
course of determining the mutual
borders between the republics of
the Caucasus, only areas with a

mixed population can be the subject
of talks.11 However, as subsequent
events showed, through the fault of
Armenia these agreements remained
only on paper. The traditional tactics
of the Armenian diplomacy were
to make fine-sounding statements
first, presenting themselves as
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The state of Azerbaijanis being deported from their native lands did not worry
the tsarist authorities and later the Soviets. «The Refugee Boy». Artist
B. Kangarli, 1916

staunch peacekeepers, and make
loud-mouthed promises about
their commitment to resolve the
conflict, and then take their words
back at the last moment. Such a
12
13
14
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hypocritical position of Armenia,
which it firmly held in 1918-1920 at
peace conferences on the ArmenianAzerbaijani conflict convened
regularly, nullified any peaceful

initiative of the Azerbaijan Republic.
The handover of Erivan to
Armenia in May 1918 (according
to the Caucasus calendar for 1917,
12,557 Azerbaijanis lived in this
city12) tragically affected the fate of
the Muslim population of the city.
Having received Erivan in exchange
for giving up claims to Karabakh, the
Armenian armed forces, in violation
of the agreement, launched an
offensive in the Karabakh conflict
in July 1918. This prompted the
Azerbaijani government to warn the
Armenian side of a possible revision
of the previous decision on Erivan.
For example, the prime minister of
the Azerbaijan Republic, F. Khoyski,
wrote in the dispatch of 31 July
1918 to the head of the Azerbaijani
delegation in the Istanbul talks, M.
A. Rasulzadeh: «If the Armenians
make a claim to Karabakh, refuse to
give them Erivan.»13 In a telegram
to the Armenian Foreign Ministry
on 8 October 1918, referring to
the outcome of his meeting with
the diplomatic representative of
Azerbaijan in Georgia M. Jafarov,
the diplomatic representative of
Armenia in Georgia, A. Jamalyan,
reiterated these arrangements:
«Today Mr. Jafarov came to me ... The
conversation quickly turned on the
issue of Karabakh. He mentioned the
Azerbaijanis’ good attitude towards
us in the Batumi conference, that
the independence of Armenia was
recognized with their efforts and that
they ceded Erevan to us because we
promised not to raise the issue of
Karabakh.»14
On 29 June 1919, Azerbaijan
newspaper published memoirs
of one of the witnesses of the
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To substantiate the claims on Azerbaijani lands, hundreds of medieval Turkic
tombstones in the form of horses and sheep were destroyed by Armenians

harassment of the Muslim population
in Erivan: «The Muslims are so
defenseless and outlawed in Erivan
that in broad daylight, let alone at
night, they have their clothes taken
off them if they are more or less
intact even in the Muslim part of
the city. Similarly, the Muslims have
their money and valuable taken
away from them... Looting and
violence also affects private homes
of Muslims from which young
Armenian armed to the teeth take
away the ‘extra’ things. All this is still
happening in the capital of Armenia
- Erivan. The troubles, suffering and
torture experienced by Muslims in
Erivan defy any description. Many
people cannot stand it and go crazy,
others have aged prematurely ...
This is the situation of Muslims in
the city.»15 A report from the acting
governor-general of Southwestern
Azerbaijan, S. Jamilinski (Nakhchivan,
Ordubad, Sharur, Daralagoz and
Vedibasar districts) to the diplomatic
representative of Azerbaijan in
Armenia, M. Tekinski, in October
1919 noted that Supreme Allied
Commissioner Colonel William
Gaskell appointed by the Paris
Conference and other U.S. officials
who visited Erivan at the height
of the extermination of Muslims
did not recognize him. It was also
noted that the Armenian authorities
prevented Gaskell’s meeting with
representatives of the Muslim
population in Erivan who wanted
to tell him the truth about the
torture and suffering experienced
by Muslims.16
In April-May 1919, the territory
of Novobayazet County of Erivan
Province, which included the area
15
16

around the Lake Goycha, suffered a
massive attack from Armenian gangs.
Below is an excerpt from the report
of the authorized representative of
the 5th area of Goycha District, Ismayil
Sultanov, to the Ganja County chief:
«From 13 April this year, the troops
of the Ararat (Armenian – I. N.)
Republic launched an offensive on
peaceful Muslim villages in Goycha
District, Novobayazet County, to clear
the area of the Muslim population
inhabiting the eastern and northern
margins of the Lake Goycha, and so
far, 22 villages with a population of
60,000 people have been destroyed,
burned and cleared. The misfortunate
Muslim population is dying under

gunfire from the Armenian forces
whose aim is to wipe out the
Goycha Muslims, which they are
implementing now; One is horrified
at the sight of such inhumane and
bloody actions of the Armenians and
the Armenian government against
their former Muslim neighbors
and Muslim subjects, and they do
not accept any requests despite
the pleas and cries of the Muslim
population. Muslims who fell into
the hands of the Armenian troops
were not left alive for any benefits, on
the contrary, they are tortured with
untold sufferings, women, children,
old men and young people are killed
with the exception of a few women
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and adolescent girls ... the surviving
refugees are persecuted by the
troops ... they cram into canyons
and snowy peaks,... get stuck in the
snow and die en masse. The task of
the Ararat Republic has been solved
- there are no more Muslims in the
Goycha area. So far, 84 Muslim villages
have been destroyed in Novobayazet
County.»17 Interestingly, the violence
perpetrated in Novobayazet County
against the Muslim population also
raised concerns with the Armenian
population of Baku. On 13 June 1919,
Nashe Vremya newspaper published
a telegram from the chairman of
the Baku Armenian Council to the
Armenian foreign minister, in which
the Erivan government was informed
that reports of an official nature
published in the local press about
the violence perpetrated in Armenia,
particularly in Novobayazet District,
against the Muslim population,
indicating the participation of
Armenian troops in these acts,
thicken the atmosphere in relations
between the Armenian and Muslim
population of Azerbaijan.18
The crimes of Armenian troops
who committed mass violence
against the Muslim population of
Armenia and the futility of protests
to the Armenian government
forced the ADR government to take
concrete measures to determine
the extent of the losses among
the Muslim population and the
amount of property losses. For
this purpose, under a special
directive of 4 June 1919 issued
by Foreign Minister Ziyadkhanov,
the diplomatic representative of
17
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Azerbaijan in Armenia, M. Tekinski,
was tasked to collect materials about
Armenian violence over the Muslim
population.19 On 10 June 1918, in a
dispatch from the Foreign Ministry of
the Azerbaijan Republic, M. Tekinski
received more detailed instructions
that were expressed in the need to
«collect statistical data unofficially
with the help of representatives of
ravaged Muslim villages in Erivan
Province, and where possible in the
Kars region, about losses incurred
by Muslims both in people and
in property, with the names, last
names, residences and age of the
victims who were killed and injured,
taken captive, men and women who
returned and did not return from
captivity, ravaged villages, orchards,
stolen cattle, and so on. It is desirable
to compile descriptions of major
Armenian attacks on Muslim villages
from the words of representatives of
witnesses or victims themselves.»
At the end of the dispatch, it was
noted that the main purpose of
this dangerous mission of Tekinski
is the intention of the government
to «establish an international
commission involving British,
Italian and other representatives to
determine the size of the human
and property losses caused by the
Armenians to Muslims.»20
In addition, in his telegram of 23
June 1919 to the foreign minister
of Armenia, Azerbaijani Foreign
Minister A. Ziyadkhanov put forward
a proposal to create a joint mixed
government-parliament commission
of representatives of Armenia and
Azerbaijan, which would include

«representatives of the civilized
nations of Europe and America», to
investigate the massacres that had
taken place between Azerbaijanis
and Armenians within the republics
of Armenia and Azerbaijan since the
declaration of their independence.21
However, the Armenian government,
despite assurances to cooperate and
resolve all problems by peaceful
means, continued to send punitive
expeditions against the defenseless
Muslim villages of Erivan Province.
These bloody actions intensified
even more after the British command
placed the territories of Erivan
Province with a Muslim population
(Nakhchivan, Sharur, Daralagoz,
Ordubad) under the jurisdiction of
Armenia at the beginning of May
1919. In contrast to the Karabakh, it
was difficult to delineate Armenianpopulated areas in Nakhchivan,
Sharur Daralagoz and Ordubad
as the Muslim population there
formed a solid mass. Despite the
arguments of Azerbaijan’s Foreign
Minister M. Y. Jafarov, which he
expressed in a letter dated 30 April
1919 to the commander of the
British forces in the South Caucasus,
Major-General George Cory22, on 2
May 1919 Nakhchivan was visited
by a representative of the British
military mission, General Davie, who
demanded that all Muslims accept
the authority of the Armenian
government. On 3 May 1919,
General Davie and the commander
of the Armenian armed units, Dro,
signed a joint order, which legalized
the handover of the region to the
Armenian government. In his appeal
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Up until the deportation of Azerbaijanis from the territory of Irevan Province, there were hundreds
of medieval Muslim gravestones here, which were later destroyed by Armenian chauvinists

to the Armenian prime minister on
15 May 1919, representatives of the
Nakhchivan people rightly assessed
this act of the British command
«as violence against the Muslims
of these areas and expressed their
fair protest to General Thomson».23
The allied command considered
the Armenian government in
Nakhchivan as a temporary solution
23

until the border issue was resolved
at the Paris Conference. In turn, the
Armenian government undertook
to ensure the security of the Muslim
population of the region and the
return of refugees. Describing the
dire consequences of this decision
for the Muslim population of the
province, the deputy diplomatic
representatives of the ADR in

Georgia, F. Vakilov, wrote in a letter to
the commander of the British forces
in the Caucasus, General Cory, on 12
July 1919: «My government receives
daily information on the persecution
of the Muslims in Erivan Province
by the Armenian government.
Armenian regular troops are sent
against Muslim villages and expose
them to devastation, sparing neither
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women nor children. Hundreds of
refugees from the devastated villages
pass through Tiflis every day, seeking
refuge in Azerbaijan. Against their will

42

and by the will of the allied powers,
the Muslims of Erivan Province
have been temporarily placed
under the control of the Armenian

government. Not considering myself
entitled to interfere in the internal
affairs of the areas temporarily
handed over by the allied powers
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to the Republic of Armenia, I, on
behalf of my government and in
the name of the sense of humanity,
declare my categorical opposition to
any kind of violence perpetuated by
the government of Armenia against
the civilian Muslim population and
consider it my duty to point out
that this conduct by the Armenian
government might lead to the
worst consequences. The news of
the troubles suffered by Muslims of
Nakhchivan County spreads among
the masses of their co-religionists
in the border regions of Azerbaijan
and Armenia and causes fair
indignation and a desire to defend
the suffering innocent.»24 The Muslim
population of the districts handed

over to Armenia tried to resist the
Armenian authorities. For example,
Armenian representatives were not
allowed into Ordubad County and
were expelled from Shahtakhti.
Naturally, these actions of the Muslim
population caused repression by
the Armenian authorities with
the full knowledge and approval
of the British administration. In
Nakhchivan, Sharur and Ordubad,
arrests of Muslim leaders began. At
every step, the Muslim population
was subjected to searches and had
its property seized, while the regular
troops of the Armenian government
fired at their villages.»25 However, the
Armenian government in Nakhchivan
did not last very long and was

eliminated at the end of July 1919
as a result of armed resistance from
the local population to the regular
units of the Armenian government,
which attempted to establish full
control over Nakhchivan and the
surrounding areas in a military way
ahead of the departure of the British
troops from Azerbaijan. In early
August 1919, the government of
Azerbaijan appointed Samad bay
Jamilinski head of the office of the
temporary governor-general of
southwestern Azerbaijan.
(To be continued in the next issue)
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THERE IS NO AZERBAIJAN WITHOUT KARABAKH
Azerbaijani districts
occupied by Armenia
and dates of their occupation
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Asgaran – 1991

Agdara – 07.07.1993

Hadrut – 1991

Agdam – 23.07.1993

Khojavand – 1991

Kalbajar – 02.04.1993

Khankandi – 1991

Fuzuli – 23.08.1993

Khojaly – 26.02.1992

Jabrayil – 23.08.1993

Shusha – 08.05.1992

Gubadli – 31.08.1993

Lachin – 18.05.1992

Zangilan – 29.10.1993
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