Our independence is
eternal
This year Azerbaijan is celebrating the 20th anniversary since the restoration of its independence. The Constitutional Act on the Independence of the
Republic of Azerbaijan adopted on 18 October 1991 declared that the republic
was succeeding the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. Thus, the republic asserted its state independence and sovereignty to the international world. That
day went down in Azerbaijani history as the day of the restoration of state
independence. The flag, the national anthem and the emblem of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic were adopted as attributes of the state, while 28 May
started to be celebrated as the Day of the Republic.
The natural and artificial obstacles the first parliamentary republic of the
East had faced at the dawn of the previous century were also encountered
by the contemporary Azerbaijani state. Shortly after Azerbaijan declared independence, Armenia, aided by its external patrons, further expanded its aggression against Azerbaijan, while the empire, refusing to put up with the loss
of Azerbaijan, provided direct support for the aggressor. As a result, a fifth
of Azerbaijani territory was occupied, thousands of people were killed and
wounded, and a million people were driven out of their native homes and
lands. External powers hostile to Azerbaijan contributed to the creation of separatist forces within the country to provoke domestic confrontation. The threat
of the country being divided into regions became quite discernible. Azerbaijan
was teetering on the brink of civil war.
Only in 1993, after experienced politician Heydar Aliyev came to power in
Azerbaijan, did the country start to gradually overcome the difficulties. The
October 1994 and March 1995 revolts were suppressed and the Contract of the
Century on the development of Azerbaijan’s oil fields was signed with foreign
oil companies. Azerbaijan joined a number of international conventions and
became a member of European institutions. This eliminated the threat posed
to the national statehood.
Azerbaijan has been a regional power reckoned with at international level
for 20 years now. The country has a say on economic and humanitarian matters. Unfortunately, 20 per cent of our territory is still under occupation. Although there is a ceasefire, peace talks are still ongoing, while the belligerent
forces in Armenia have yet to back down a step from their policy of aggression. Despite that, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev has stated that peace
negotiations will be continued until the very end. If, however, they do not
produce the desired effect, the aggressor will be removed from the historically Azerbaijani lands by force. The people of Azerbaijan are as united as ever
around the commander-in-chief and are ready to mobilize all their strength
and resources to reestablish control over the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh.
Azerbaijan has earned its independence at a heavy cost and is doing everything it can to restore and protect it. We are sure that the hard-earned independence is unshakable and eternal.
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