
28 www.irs-az.com

Stalin intended to resettle 
around 360-400 thousand people to 
Armenia and then tell the world that 
the Armenians have returned to their 
homeland, but have nowhere to live.  
However, the firm stance of the 
Turkish government in safeguarding 
the country’s territorial integrity dis-

rupted the Kremlin’s plans. Despite 
a large-scale propaganda cam-
paign, the Soviet Union failed 
to move the required number of 
Armenians. By 1947, only 60,000 
Armenians were repatriated from 
various countries but even they 
wanted to return to their previ-

ous places of residence after see-
ing the plight of their “homeland”. 
Things reached a point when hun-
dreds of Armenians illegally crossed 
the state border and fled to Turkey.  
In order to improve the living con-
ditions of the settlers and give 
them land, Stalin decided to deport 
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Armenia’s Azerbaijani population. 
On 23 December 1947, Decision No 
4083 was issued by the USSR Council 
of Ministers “On the resettlement of 
farmers and other Azerbaijani popu-
lation from the Armenian SSR to the 
Kura-Aras lowland of the Azerbaijan 
SSR”. The document signed by Stalin 
indicated that 100,000 “farmers 
and other Azerbaijani population” 
would be resettled to the Kura-
Aras lowland on a voluntary basis 
in the 1948-1950, of which 10,000 
people in 1948, another 40,000 in 
1949 and a further 50,000 in 1950. 
Resolution No 115/2043 of the USSR 
Central Executive Committee and 
the Council of People’s Commissars 
“On benefits for the rural popula-
tion” dated 17 November 1937 was 
applied to the Azerbaijani displaced 
persons.

The resolution from 23 Decem-
ber 1947 was concocted in haste, 
so the USSR Council of Ministers 
passed a second resolution on 10 
March 1948, “On activities pertain-
ing to the resettlement of farmers 
and other Azerbaijani population 
from the Armenian SSR to the Kura-
Aras lowland of the Azerbaijan SSR”. 
It made the conditions for resettle-
ment somewhat easier and envis-
aged compensation for those aban-
doning their property. However, the 
10 March resolution was of cos-
metic nature, dealt with organi-
zational issues only and did not 
alter the essence of deportation. 

In full accordance with the to-
talitarian spirit of those days, the 
first sentence of the 23 December 
1947 resolution spoke of a “volun-
tary basis” of the process. The em-
phasis on the voluntary nature of 
the campaign was intended to add 
a touch of humanism to the depor-
tation. But what actually happened 
and what was the reaction of the Ba-

sarkecher, Vedi and Zangibasar pop-
ulation? To answer these questions, 
we will cite a document prepared 
by the Minister of Internal Affairs of 
the Armenian SSR, Maj-Gen Grigo-
ryan, on 3 May 1948. The document 
describes “the mood of the Azerbai-
jani population of Armenia over the 
forthcoming resettlement to the 
Azerbaijan SSR”. The 11-page paper 
exposes the “voluntary” nature of 
the resettlement. It says, “Long be-

fore the official announcement of 
the government’s decision on the 
resettlement of the Azerbaijanis 
from Armenia to the Azerbaijan SSR, 
there were rumors circulating in the 
Armenian SSR that led to a wrong 
interpretation of the purpose of the 
process.” Further, the document says, 
“We have documented numerous 
statements by Azerbaijanis ex-
pressing reluctance to move to 
a new place. Some have visited 
cemeteries where their deceased 

relatives are buried and prayed 
for staying.” Considering the fact 
that some nations who have been 
subjected to deportation in the past 
are now raising the issue with the 
Council of Europe, we would like 
to disclose this rare historical docu-
ment that reflects the attitude of Ar-
menian authorities towards the de-
portation of Azerbaijanis from their 
ancestral lands and demonstrates 
the general cruelty of those days.

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
REPORT

On the mood of the Azerbai-
jani population of Armenia over 
the forthcoming resettlement to 

the Azerbaijan SSR.
“Long before the official an-

nouncement of the government’s 
decision on the resettlement of the 
Azerbaijanis from Armenia to the 
Azerbaijan SSR, there were rumors 
circulating in the Armenian SSR that 
led to a wrong interpretation of the 
purpose of the process. We have 
documented numerous statements 
by Azerbaijanis expressing reluc-
tance to move to a new place. Some 
have visited cemeteries where their 
deceased relatives are buried and 
prayed for staying. There have been 
cases when farmers refused to do 
field work, cut down their own or-
chards, destroyed houses and ancil-
lary buildings. 

Reports have been coming in 
that hostile forces are taking ad-
vantage of these sentiments to 
conduct anti-Soviet propaganda 
and interpret the resettlement as 
an act of Soviet authorities’ dis-
trust towards Azerbaijanis in the 
event of war between the USSR 
and Turkey. After the official an-
nouncement of the government’s 
decision to resettle the Azerbaijani 
population of Armenia and the work 
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c arried out by Soviet party organiza-
tions to explain the purpose of the 
process, the situation has improved 
considerably. In particular, Azerbai-
janis living in the lowland districts 
of Vedi and Zangibasar have been 
expressing a great desire to move to 
the Azerbaijan SSR as soon as pos-
sible. 

However, the reports of spe-
cial nature we have been receiving 
lately suggest that there are still 
negative sentiments among the 
Azerbaijani population of the Ar-
menian SSR. They are particularly 
obvious in the mountain districts of 
Basarkecher, Amasia, Sisian and oth-
ers, where awareness activities were 
insufficient. Certain anti-Soviet ele-
ments with family ties abroad have 
been expressing their discontent 
over the resettlement and the in-
tention to illegally cross the border 
with Turkey. Interestingly, when the 
announcement of the impending 
resettlement was made and its ob-
jectives clarified at meetings with 
farmers, all those in attendance 
unanimously welcomed the gov-
ernment’s decision and expressed 
readiness for the move. But after-
wards, during private conversations, 
many started voicing dissatisfaction 
with the resettlement prospect.  
These sentiments continue to be 
observed primarily because of the 
insufficient explanatory work and 
because some Azerbaijanis living 
in mountain districts of Armenia 
don’t want to move to lowland ar-
eas of the Azerbaijan SSR, where 
climatic conditions would alleg-
edly be unfavorable for them. 

Besides, the issues of payment of 
compensation to the Azerbaijanis 
being resettled or allowing them 
to sell their properties individually 
have yet to be resolved. To find an-
swers to these and other questions, 

many of them come to Yerevan but 
can’t get a response due to the ill-
ness of Comrade Mamedov, who is 
a local representative of the Council 
of Ministers of the Azerbaijan SSR. 
For this reason, the whole work of 
the Resettlement Council in the Ar-
menian SSR has almost been left to 
chance. 

Below are some of the typical 
statements by Azerbaijanis express-
ing discontent over the forthcom-
ing resettlement and the attitude 
of the Armenian population to that.  

1. ON AMASIA DISTRICT
Tractor operator from Amasia 

district Mamed Alesker oglu Husey-
nov told other operators Abbas Ma-
medov, Mashadi Amirov and Mov-
sum Tamrazov not to work very hard 
in the spring sowing season be-
cause the harvest would be picked 
by the Armenians. Farmer from the 

Tapakoy village Kafar Ahmed oglu 
said in a conversation with fellow 
villagers, “We, the Azerbaijanis, 
will be moved from Armenia and 
our farms will be given to foreign 
Armenians.”

A farmer from the same village, 
Yusuf Ahmed oglu Ismayilov, told 
fellow villagers Ismayil Ahmedov, 
Kafar Ismayilov and Humbat Ahme-
dov that “the resettlement of Azer-
baijanis from Armenia was linked 
to the impending war between the 
USSR and Turkey, in which Turkey 
will be the aggressor.” Farmer from 
the Magardzhuk village Mehat Mah-
mud oglu Mamedov and resident of 
the Dashkerni village Ramazan Ale-
kper oglu Ismayilov also explained 
the forthcoming resettlement by 
the planned war with Turkey. Farmer 
from the Kuzukend village Khan 
Ahmed Ismayilov told colleagues, 
“It is said that the resettlement 
will be voluntary. It is not true. 
We will be treated the same way 
as Azerbaijanis in Akhalkalaki 
– thrown into railroad cars and 
taken to Kazakhstan. We must be 
prepared for that…” 

A resident of the Tapakoy village 
Ismayil Ahmedov told fellow villag-
ers, “Many people in Leninakan say 
that we, the Azerbaijanis, must be 
taken to Kazakhstan over the course 
of 24 hours, but it is not known 
when that will happen...” 

Residents of the Chivinli village 
Knyaz Mamed oglu Mamedov, Mir-
za Qurban oglu Aliyev and Mamed 
Ashirov told other farmers, “We will 
soon be resettled, but for some rea-
son they are afraid to tell us about 
that. Apparently they think that 
farmers will go to Turkey... I don’t 
know what to do. What a fool I was 
not to have gone to Turkey earlier! 
Now we will have to go where we 
are being told to, not where we 
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want to go ourselves.” The chairman 
of the collective farm in the said vil-
lage, Ali Karimov, told farm workers, 
“The issue of resettlement of Azer-
baijanis has been raised in vain. 
Many farmers do not want to go.” In 
the villages of Ibish, Dashkerin and 
Chivinli, farmers Abdulla Bayram 
oglu Mamedov, Ali Abdulla oglu Al-
lahverdiyev and Dzhaar Irza gizi Ma-
medova are destroying their homes 
and selling construction materials. 
 
2. ON ZANGIBASAR DISTRICT 

Farmer from the Zangilar village 
Sultan-Ali Rahim oglu Namazov said 
in a conversation with village farm-
ers, “I have been to the Karakishlag 
village, where a representative of 
the Party’s Central Committee told a 
meeting that the Azerbaijanis would 

be moved out of Armenia so that 
Armenian immigrants could be set-
tled there.” In this regard, many farm-
ers from the said village no longer 
go to work and, when asked by the 
collective farm chairman about the 
reason, they say, “Who and what 
are we supposed to work for if the 
Armenians are moving us out?” 
Resident of the Bakhilyar village Guli 
Abbas gizi Yusubova says, “There 
are plans to relocate us and pass all 
our possessions and livestock on to 
Armenian immigrants. Some are al-
ready selling out and slaughtering 
their cattle. I have also sold my cow.” 
In the same village, farmers Kubish 
Davidov, Alosh Mamedov, Abdulla 
Abdullayev, Hasan Hasanov, Sabo 
Tashev, Yusuf Aliyev and Abbas Ma-
medov have refused to go to work. 
In the village of Gay-Humbat, farm-
ers Abbas Aliyev and Ismayil Rahi-
mov said in a conversation outside 

the collective farm office, “Why are 
we working on the farm after all? All 
our efforts are in vain and will only 
benefit the Armenians. In general, it 
is difficult to live with them, they are 
oppressing us and aren’t giving us 
suitable jobs even on the farm.”

Resident of the Khirda-Demirchi 
village Mashadi-Teymur Iskender 
oglu Mirzoyev said in the presence 
of farmers Ali Mammadov, Abdul-Ali 
Hasanov, Kulam Kerimov and oth-
ers, “The Azerbaijanis are not being 
moved out of Armenia to settle Ar-
menian immigrants. They are being 
moved because the Soviet gov-
ernment has no hope for us in 
the possible war with Turkey. This 
is the main reason for our reset-
tlement, because in the case war, 
most Azerbaijanis living in bor-

derline districts will go to Turkey.” 
In the Ranchpar village, farmer Ibra-
him Nasirov told Seid Mukhtarov, 
Asker Tanmazov, Jafar Mahmud 
oglu and others, “All Azerbaijanis will 
be moved out of Armenia before 
1950. This is being done because 
the Soviet government, fearful of a 
Turkish attack, does not trust Azer-
baijanis living near the border with 
Turkey. Secondly, Soviet Armenia 
intends to bring all foreign Arme-
nians home to establish a state 
independent from the Soviet 
government.”

The same Nasirov said in the 
presence of other farmers, “Accord-
ing to a plan of the former secretary 
of the Armenian Communist Party 
(of Bolsheviks), A. Khandzhyan, Ar-
menians from all over the world 
were supposed to come to their 
homeland, join Nakhchivan to Ar-
menia and move all Azerbaijanis 

to Azerbaijan. And K handzhyan’s 
dream is about to come true. I re-
cently heard that the Armenian gov-
ernment has been demanding that 
Nakhchivan be joined to Armenia, 
but the Azerbaijani government has 
refused.”

In the Shurakend village, former 
POW Hamid Mamedov (has rela-
tives in Turkey) told farmers, “Can Ar-
menians and Azerbaijanis ever live 
in peace? Historically, there has 
always been enmity between us. 
This is why the Armenians have 
decided to move us out. I person-
ally have already knocked down 
my home, so that no-one can 
have it afterwards.”

The collective farm chairman 
from the Shurakend village, Humbat 
Aliyev, told farmers after visiting the 
district center, “A commission from 
Azerbaijan has arrived, and all Azer-
baijanis will be relocated from Ar-
menia soon. The delay in the reset-
tlement is only due to the fact that 
the secretary of the Armenian Com-
munist Party (of Bolsheviks ) has re-
fused to pass the farm’s property on 
to Azerbaijan. Had he agreed, the 
resettlement issue would have been 
resolved long ago.” Following the 
statement by the chairman, farm-
ers lost heart and stopped going to 
work, saying, “If we are not masters 
of our work, then why should we 
work in vain?”

In the villages of Shurakend, 
Zangilar, Kelanlu, Agamzalu and 
other, there have been cases of 
farmers not reporting for work. 
Some cut down fruit trees in their 
gardens. Many refuse to pay taxes. 
Villager from Zangilar Seyfulla Suley-
manov (who returned from an exile 
in 1947) told fellow villagers at the 
farm stables, “We should no longer 
stay in Armenia. If the war breaks 
out, the Armenians will kill us all, so 

ArMENIANS froM All ovEr THE WorlD WErE SuppoSED To CoME To THEIr 
HoMElAND, joIN NAKHCHIvAN To ArMENIA AND ouST All AzErBAIjANIS.
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we should move to Azerbaijan as 
soon as we can.” 

Resident of the Sarijalar village 
Khalil Abuzar oglu Khalilov (convict-
ed of desertion in 1942) said, “Our 
farmers are paying taxes in vain, we 
will be relocated anyway. The Sovi-
ets have completely robbed the 
people. The policies of Bolshe-
viks are built on deception, and 
it seems to me that we will be 
moved to Siberia, not to Azerbai-
jan, and all our possessions will 
be embezzled by the state.”

3. ON VEDI DISTRICT 
During January and February, 

residents of the Boyuk-Vedi village 
Tarlan Abdullayev, Urbaba Mame-
dova and Mamedula Khuda-Bakhshi 
oglu knocked down their homes, 

while Mikayil Eyvazov, Akber Ma-
med Ali oglu, Bilal Aliyev, Useyn 
Zeynalov, Oruj Kalashev, Rza Ali and 
others destroyed their fruit trees. 
Some villagers, such as Humbat 
Aliyev, Akbar Karimov, Janbakhish 
Kerimov, etc., sold their possessions. 
Resident of the Taynan village Ka-
rim Mammadov knocked down his 
cowshed, while farmer from the Shi-
razlu village Kurban Kurbanov de-
stroyed one room of his apartment. 
Mustafayev Huseyn Bashir oglu with 
a family of two and Mustafayev Is-
mail with a family of three people 
left the village of Geravan to settle 
down in the Nakhchivan autono-
mous republic. 

In general, resettlement senti-
ments in this district are particu-
larly strong. This is confirmed by the 
number of applications for resettle-
ment, which had reached 9,915 by 

28 April. According to the plan, only 
500 people were to be moved to 
the Azerbaijan SSR in 1948.

4. ON BASARKECHER DISTRICT 
As a result of speculations in the 

Chirchaklu village suggesting that 
Turkey had allegedly declared war 
on the Soviet Union and that Azer-
baijanis must be relocated, farmers 
did not go to work for three days 
in February. In a number of villages 
(Dashkend, Chirchaklu, Zod) it was 
rumored that the secretary of the 
local committee of the Commu-
nist Party (of Bolsheviks) Musayev, 
the chairman of the local executive 
committee Mamedov and other 
senior Azerbaijani officials had al-
legedly been replaced by Armeni-
ans. 

As a result of such provocative 
rumors, farmers from the Zod vil-
lage started showing negligence 
in work. The departure of the chair-
man of the local party branch, Gur-
zali Nasirov, and of the chairman of 
the village council, Bala Hajiyev, has 

had a particularly negative impact 
on overall sentiments in the village. 
In the Shishkaya village, many farm-
ers explicitly announced their re-
fusal to move to the Azerbaijan SSR. 
Some harsh statements have been 
made by Azerbaijanis in Artashat, 
Karabakhlar, Oktemberyan, Kafan, 
Meghri and Sisian districts. For in-
stance, the chairman of the Varta-

nidzor village council in Meghri dis-
trict, Abdulla Hamidov, when asked 
why the irrigation canal was not be-
ing laid, said, “Why should we build 
it after all? It will be used by the Ar-
menians anyway.” In the village of 
Dargalu of Artashat district, which is 
home to 20 Azerbaijani families, vil-
lagers stated, «Come what may, we 
will not leave the village.”

In the Akhund Baovand village 
of the same district, Azerbaijanis 
said, “We are not going anywhere, 
let them kill us here.” The collec-
tive farm chairman in the village of 
Siznak of Kafan district, Bashir Tagi-
yev, told fellow villagers, “It is bet-
ter to die in our native village than 
to move to a new place.” Resident 
of the Urut village of Sisian district 
and a member of the Communist 
Party (of Bolsheviks) Salman Isken-
derov said in a conversation with 
colleagues that as a Soviet citizen 
he has the right to live anywhere 
in the Soviet Union and has no in-
tention of abandoning his home, 
property and homeland. Accord-
ing to the Stalin Constitution, no-
one has the right to force him to 
move to another location. A similar 
statement has been made by an ac-
countant from the said village, Kuvat 

Farzaliyev. He said he had written to 
Stalin about his reluctance to move 
to Azerbaijan. 

A resident of the village of 
Dzhomartlu of Sisian district and a 
member of the Communist Party (of 
Bolsheviks), Jalal Kurbanov, said after 
a meeting of farmers in which eve-
ryone expressed a desire to move 
to Azerbaijan, “... Most people don’t 

THE polICIES of BolSHEvIKS ArE BuIlT oN DECEpTIoN, AND IT SEEMS lIKE-
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know how hot it is in Azerbaijan. 
In 1918-1919, we fled from Ar-
menia to Nakhchivan. We were 
14 then but two years later only 
three people survived. The other 
11 died of the heat and disease. 
Mingachevir is even worse. There 
will be very many casualties.” 

Farmer from the Aravyus village 
of the said district Asli Ganiyeva said, 
“Maybe if I change my nationality 
and register as an Armenian I can 
stay in Armenia and not move to 
Mingachevir.” There have been spec-
ulations regarding the resettlement 
on the part of Armenian population. 
Some were of clearly nationalist 
nature. For example, teacher Minas 
Arakelyan said, “The need for mov-
ing Azerbaijanis outside Armenia is 
beyond doubt. Those living on the 
banks of the Aras and Ahuryan riv-

ers will be moved first. They will be 
followed by those living in Yerevan. 
The removal of Azerbaijanis from 
borderline districts is understand-

able – they often cross the border 
illegally, while Turkey creates its spy-
ing network there.” 

A resident of Yerevan, Yervand 
Mesropyian, told a neighbor, “Azer-
baijanis must be removed not 
only from Armenia, but also from 
Nakhchivan, which must then be 
joined to Armenia.” The wife of 
Levon Akhverdyan, who was sen-
tenced to six years of imprisonment, 
told her Yerevan neighbors, “Turkey, 
Britain and America will soon declare 

war on the Soviet Union. Therefore, 
the Azerbaijanis living in Armenia 
are being moved to the rear, i.e. to 
Azerbaijan. Tell your relatives abroad 

not to come to Armenia.”
After returning to Armenia from 

France, a former Dashnak named 
Smbat told a group of Armenians 
in Kirovakan, “The Dashnaks once 
raised the issue of joining the Na-
khchivan autonomous republic 
to Armenia, but failed. Now is the 
time to raise this question again 
because Armenia has little land.” 
Similar statements have been made 
in the cities of Yerevan, Leninakan, 
etc. 

THE DASHNAKS oNCE rAISED THE ISSuE of joININg THE NAKHCHIvAN Au-
ToNoMouS rEpuBlIC To ArMENIA, BuT fAIlED. NoW IS THE TIME To rAISE 
THIS quESTIoN AgAIN BECAuSE ArMENIA HAS lITTlE lAND.


