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Karabakh

S urvivors of the assault on the 
town, around 2,500 people, had to 
leave their homes hoping to reach 

the nearby town of Agdam. However, 
not all of them managed to escape as 
Armenian gangs perpetrated a massa-
cre against defenseless civilians. The fu-
gitives ran along a corridor adjacent to 
Agdam District of Azerbaijan but were 
met with intense fire. As a result, a to-
tal of 613 people, including 63 chil-
dren, 106 women and 70 old people, 
were killed.

The very next day the world saw vid-
eo footage made at the scene by Azer-
baijani T V journalist Chingiz Mustafayev. 
The bodies shown in the film be-
longed to those who fled Khojali and 
ran towards Agdam, but were met by 
Armenian militants a few kilometers 
from the town.  The images Chingiz 
Mustafayev shot from a helicopter show 

“This was a bloodbath. 
      I haven’t seen anything 
              more horrifying
                                              in my life”
In the early hours of 26 February 1992, Armenian armed forces supported by military hardware and 
personnel of infantry regiment No 366 of the former Soviet Union stationed in Khankendi captured the 
Azerbaijani town of Khojali.
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randomly scattered bodies 
of the massacred people. The 
journalist filmed bodies of 
children, women and elderly 
people, and then the process 
of sending the bodies to Ag-
dam by helicopter.

Journalist Bahram Batu
yev has found Maj Leonid 
Kravets, commander of the 
helicopter from which the 
film was shot. He currently 
lives in Ukraine. This is what 
he had to say.

- We flew from Ganja to 
Karabakh almost every day. 
As far as I can remember, 
the tragedy occurred be-
fore the withdrawal of the 
366th regiment from Khan-
kendi. We flew over Khojali 

five to seven times a day. I 
knew the area very well. We 
were phoned from Baku and 
warned that the Armenians 
were preparing to capture 
Khojali. We were asked for 
help in evacuating women, 
children and the elderly. 
Over three days we managed 
to take about 1,000 civilians 
from Khojali to Agdam.

Khojali was a thorn in the 
side of the Armenians. At-
tempts were always made to 
capture the town, but it was 
well fortified. We were deliv-
ering arms and the militia to 
the town. Although we took 
many civilians out of Khojali, 
there were still quite a few 
women, children and the el-

derly remaining. The town 
was quite big by local stan-
dards.

On the morning of 26 Feb-
ruary 1992, when we were 
flying back from somewhere 
near Khankendi, my copilot 
shouted, “Look how many 
rags are scattered down be-
low!”. I looked down and 
noticed that the field be-
low us was full of different 
colors. We descended a lit-
tle and realized that those 
were dead bodies. There 
were no less than 300-400 
bodies, maybe even more. 
Militants were walking in 
the field and killing those 
wounded.  When they saw 
us, then started firing at the 
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helicopter. But we managed 
to get away. We were com-
pletely shocked! I had never 
seen anything like that, and 
I had seen a lot. This was a 
mass murder of the civilian 
population. I hadn’t seen 
anything more monstrous in 
my whole life. I immediate-
ly informed my command-
ers who communicated the 
message to Baku.

- What did the authorities 
do? 

- The same evening a rep-
resentative of the Azerbai-
jani president arrived and 
asked us to take him and a 
group of journalists to the 
site. Military commanders 
gave the go-ahead, and we 

flew to Agdam where we 
were joined by Chingiz Mus-
tafayev ’s crew and several 
foreign correspondents. We 
also took several policemen 
from Khojali on board. We 
could not land on the field 
as we were immediately 
fired on even though there 
was a red cross on the he-
licopter. I said that I would 
disembark everyone and 
then climb a little because if 
I stay, the helicopter would 
be immediately fired at by a 
grenade launcher. We agreed 
that I would circle over the 
territory for five to seven 
minutes and then come back 
to pick up everyone.

I climbed to a certain al-

titude and noticed that sev-
eral vehicles were coming 
in our direction from Kho-
jali. I landed on the field 
immediately and began to 
rush everyone so that we 
could fly off quickly. Chingiz 
Mustafayev and his people 
managed to recover a few 
corpses of children. There 
was a police captain with us 
whom we had picked up in 
Agdam. He found the body 
of his three- or four-year-old 
child. The body was terribly 
mutilated, the thugs had put 
a whole round in it. The cap-
tain passed the child’s body 
on board but was himself 
motionless. We barely man-
aged to drag him on board 

One of the first witnesses of Armenian atrocities in Khojali
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as the helicopter was taking 
off. While we were flying to 
Agdam, the man was press-
ing the corpse of his child 
against his chest and weep-
ing. When we approached 
the town, it became clear 
that the grief-stricken father 
has lost his mind. He could 
not even get out after land-
ing in Agdam.

Can you imagine what 
happens when a bullet en-
ters a child’s head? It blows 
a part of it away. That police-
man’s child had practically 
nothing left of the head. I 
personally saw dozens of 
bullets in the bodies of 
children we were carrying. 
People had come under in-

tense fire.
- The Armenian side claims 

that Armenian troops were 
not involved in the killings of 
civilians in Khojali.  It says the 
people had been granted “safe 
passage” through which they 
could go to Agdam ...

- The Armenians at-
tacked Khojali from three 
sides and left one side os-
tensibly for the civilians to 
escape. But even there they 
established machine-gun 
points to fire on the fugi-
tives.  People were trapped 
and had no chances of sur-
vival. This was a horrible 
massacre, a carefully planned 
action. After all, everything 
happened at night. People’s 

bodies were scattered on a 
mountain slope over an area 
of two to three kilometers. 
The direction of people’s 
movement had been estab-
lished in advance...

After two or three days, 
Chingiz Mustafayev showed 
the video footage of the Kh-
jali tragedy on television, 
and the Azerbaijani popula-
tion of Nagorno-Karabakh 
started to panic. After this 
tragedy, the evacuation of 
the civilian population was 
sped up. People were afraid 
that the same could happen 
to them too .. . 




