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Introduction: Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. 
There were catastrophic disasters in Russia, which 
entered WWI without preparations. As the war pro-

gressed, the situation of the people became worse and 
the basic subsistence stores and the provision for fuel 
became more difficult (9, p.87-90-117.; 5:25-26). This 
situation led to the beginning of anti-war movements. 
As a matter of fact, on 9 January 1917 workers’ meetings 
were held in many factories. Depending on these devel-
opments, the members of Duma and Army command-
ers gradually began to withdraw their support for Tsar. 
In the country (15, p.20) where there was such a com-
plicated and depressing situation, events took place 
in the “World Women’s Day” celebrations organized by 
the Socialist organizations on February 23, 1917. On 
February 26, the workers who rose up and seized the 
weapons had control over much of the city. In response 
to this situation, the Tsar signed the decision to close 
Duma on the same day. Deputies who did not know 
this decision did not leave the capital and remained in 
the Palace of Tavrida, the parliament building (15, p.21; 
16, p.35; 4, p.59; 7, p.433; 2, p.34).

The Tsar, who could not resist any more, declared that 
he left the throne to his brother, Mikhail Aleksandrovic. 
However, the domination of the Romanov dynasty, 

which ruled for more than 300 years in Russia, came to 
an end when Grand Duke Mihail announced that he 
had renounced the throne on 16 March 1917.

As these developments continued, the leader of the 
Bolsheviks, Lenin, who was on exile in Switzerland re-
turned to Russia in April 1917 and was greeted with joy 
by the masses. He immediately attended the first Soviet 
Congress of his party that was being organized. In this 
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congress, he put forth the famous “April Theses”. These 
theses summarized the theory of revolution which 
Lenin developed and the resulting policy that the party 
would follow. Theses mainly involved not supporting 
the Interim Government, opposing the war, granting 
power to workers and peasants, not to the bourgeoisie 
(1, p.214).

As developments continued in this way, on July 
1, 1917, the Russian army launched a major offensive 
against the German and Austrian armies on the western 
front. Initially, the offensive movement that was in fa-
vor of the Russians later reversed and the Russian army 
began to take defeats (4, p.83-84; 8, p.324). This led to 
hopelessness about the future of Russia in the public 
and gave way to the beginning of the “July Marches” 
throughout the country (3, p.230-231). The govern-
ment, which had to intervene in the situation in a harsh 
way, began to arrest the Bolshevik leaders one by one. 
When Kamonev was arrested, Lenin and Zinoviev fled 
to Finland on 8 July. As a result of these revolts the 
Government of Prince Lvov came to an end and the new 
government was established on July 20, 1917 under the 
presidency of Kerensky. The Kerensky government, who 
believed that the July rebellions were the result of the 
incitement of the Bolsheviks, continued to arrest major 
Bolshevik leaders, especially the revolutionist Trotsky. In 
addition, Kerensky dismissed Brussilov, who was serving 
as commander-in-chief, and appointed General Kornilov 
on 1 August 1917 instead. But on September 8, 1917, 
Kornilov sent corps to the capital Petrograd, demanding 
the dissolution of the Soviets and the execution of the 
Bolsheviks, who were in detention, and proclaimed that 
the power was resting on him. Upon this development, 
Kerensky, who took over the Commander-in-Chief him-
self, eliminated Kornilov’s attempt of revolt with the 
help of the Bolsheviks (4, p.89). After the coup attempt 
was neutralized by the Bolsheviks, not by the govern-
ment, the Bolsheviks’ star grew brighter in public. The 
government which was not indifferent to this develop-
ment abolished all the prohibitions against Bolsheviks. 
On 14 September 1917, the Republic was declared in 
Russia. After that, the Bolsheviks began to seize major 
positions in Russia. The Bolsheviks who formed their 
staff now looked for ways to seize power by a coup. 
Under these circumstances, Lenin came out of where 

he was hiding and arrived in the capital Petrograd on 
October 20, 1917. On the same day he sent his men to 
various towns and military units to prepare for an up-
rising (4, p.89-90). Finally, 10-12 thousand Red Guards 
(Revolutionary Troops) under the command of Yurenev 
took action in midnight on 24-25 October 1917 and 
took control of all bridges, train stations and other key 
points without firing arms. With the seizure of the win-
ter palace where the Kerensky government resided, the 
interim government came to an end (5, p.114; 9, p.334). 
Military Revolution Committee transferred power to 
Soviet Congress at the Soviet Convention which con-
vened on 25-26 October (23, p.100). At the congress, 
where decisions were taken regarding the establish-
ment of a just and democratic peace without annexa-
tion and compensation, it was declared that the secret 
agreements the Tsarist Russia made with the Entente 
States would not be recognized (4, p.93; 8, p.327). By 
carrying out the October 25 Revolution with almost no 
bloodshed and with the victory being declared to the 
whole world, the foundations of Bolshevik Russia were 
laid under the leadership of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin (12, 
p,139). 

Developments in Azerbaijan after the Bolshevik 
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Revolution. On October 27, an extraordinary meeting 
of the Soviet of the Representatives of Baku Workers 
and Soldiers was held with the participation of vari-
ous political parties, non-governmental organizations, 
military units and marines affiliated to the Caspian 
Navy when the developments in Russia were found 
out in Azerbaijan. At the meeting, a resolution was ad-
opted on the establishment of the Committee on Social 
Security in Baku with the votes of the Eser-Menshevik-
Dashnak Group. The Bolsheviks, who did not recognize 
this decision, decided to hold a broader meeting on 
31 October to be attended by the representatives of 
workers and the military. The Menshevik, the Eser and 
the Tashnak Bloke, who objected to leaving all the pow-
ers of the Bolsheviks to the Soviets but could not stand 
their persistent repression, left the meeting room. Thus, 
at the end of the meeting, the Bolsheviks reported that 
all the powers were given to the Baku Soviet and that 
they would work with the Revolutionary Government 
in Petrograd (12, p.139).

At the extraordinary meeting of the Soviet held on 
November 2, 1917, the Bolsheviks once again took up 
the majority. The new members of the Baku Soviet (City 
Council) executive committee, the Bolsheviks, were 
elected and the Soviet city was declared as the sole 
administrative institution (Prominent Bolshevik leaders 
such as M. B. Basin, N.P. Vatsek, Alyoşa, Çaparidze, İvan, 
Fioletev and Sergey Şaumyan were selected mem-
bers for the Executive Board of Baku Sovieti. 12, p.140). 
They gave the committee’s presidency to S. Shaumyan. 
Because Stalin had carried out a great supportive pro-
paganda in Russia for Shaumyan’s election as the presi-

dent of the Baku Soviet, and he ensured that five hun-
dred thousand Ruble aid was sent to him (18, p.19).

The attitude of the Musavat (Equality) Party, gen-
erally known as a party that pioneered the indepen-
dence movement of Azerbaijan, was quite interesting. 
The party openly supported the Bolsheviks. The reason 
for this was that the party guides had endless hopes 
for the promises made to all nations after the October 
Revolution to determine their own destiny (24, p.289). 
The supporters of the Musavat Party believed that 
the situation of minorities living in Russia, especially 
the Azerbaijani Turks, would worsen in the case of the 
power of the Eser and Mensheviks, who advocated the 
“Unity and Indivisible Russia” slogan. For this reason, 
they supported them at the time when they saw that 
the only party that promised the nations their own 
rights and even promised to separate from Russia was 
the Bolsheviks (12, s.141).

In the meantime, the Bolsheviks and Musavat Party 
were on the same page in terms of war and peace. As 
a matter of fact, both parties demanded uncondition-
ally to end World War I and to start peace talks immedi-
ately (12, s.141). However, this cooperation was a tactic. 
In fact, the hostilities of the two parties were deeper 
and real. In addition, they were struggling fiercely for 
Caucasus Azerbaijan. The Bolsheviks’ slogan of “All Power 
to the Soviets” turned into the reason why Musavat did 
not join the Soviet. M. E. Rasulzade explains this as fol-
lows: “The Musavat Party in principle does not object 
to the power being given to the Soviets. However, The 
Baku Soviet was not elected in line with democratic 
principles and the peasants are not represented in this 
institution, the Musavat Party, by objecting to granting 
the power to the Soviet, refused to participate in this 
institution (14, p.165-185). 

After the October Revolution, the Bolsheviks took 
over the Baku Soviet’s governing body. However, in oth-
er parts of South Caucasia and Azerbaijan, parties such 
as Musavat, Menshevik and Dashnak were the most 
serious opponents of their administration. Therefore, a 
conference was held with the initiatives of the Special 
Caucasus Committee, which they established in the last 
stage of their activities, and with the participation of the 
parties operating in the South Caucasus on 11 October 
1917 (12, s.141). In this conference the Mensheviks, 
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Musavids, Dashnaks and Eserler declared that they 
did not accept the Bolshevik Russian sovereignty and 
agreed to establish a Caucasus Government to man-
age the region until the resolution of the issue of sov-
ereignty of Azerbaijan and the entire South Caucasus 
by the Constituent Assembly of the above mentioned 
committee. On November 15, 1917, the Caucasus 
Commissariat, which represented the government in 
question, was formed and the Georgian Menshevik E. P. 
Gagging was appointed as its head (12, s.141). 

Elections were held in the Caucasus and therefore in 
Azerbaijan as in all Russia for the Constituent Assembly, 
between 26 and 28 of November. There were 15 par-
ties in these elections and a total of 2,455,274 votes 
were cast. According to election rules, a town with 60 
thousand votes had the right to issue a representative. 
Mensheviks, Musavat and Taşnaksütyun party emerged 
victorious from the elections (17, p.179; 19, p.149-150; 
17:180). The Bolsheviks could not make their presence 
felt in any place other than Baku in the Caucasus. The 
constituent assembly elections were a major disappoint-
ment for the Bolsheviks. Because they could not achieve 
the success they expected throughout the country. 
In the election of the Constituent Assembly, in which 
36 deputies were returned, 11 representatives from 
Mensheviks, 10 from Musavat, 9 from Taşnaksütyun, 2 
from Muslim Socialist Block and one representative from 
Bolsheviks, Eserler ve Himmet and İttihat (Union) par-
ties were issued respectively (19, p.149-150). Menshevik, 
Musavat and Taşnaksütyun, who participated in the 
elections in the Caucasus region, won about 73% of the 
votes. Although the Bolsheviks won 20% of the votes in 
Baku and 70% of the votes in the military garrisons, they 
were able to win only 4,4% of the general votes in the 
Caucasus (12, s.141).

Meanwhile, the Russian Constituent Assembly con-
vened in Tavrida Palace in Petrograd on January 18, 
1918 (8, p.462). It soon started to emerge that the mem-
bers of the Parliament that started negotiations did not 
have positive feelings about the Bolsheviks. As a mat-
ter of fact, the majority of the Assembly argued that 
Russia should be a federation on the principles of the 
Republic and that the property law on the land should 
be abolished. That being the case, the declaration that 
“the constituent assembly accepts Soviet dominance” 

which was presented to the Assembly by Lenin on be-
half of the Bolsheviks was rejected by the multitude of 
votes. Upon this, the assembly was dissolved by the 
soldiers on the instructions of Lenin in the following 
midnight. Thus, the last hope of the nations of Russia, 
the All-Russia Constituent Assembly, virtually ceased 
to exist (21, p.297; 8, p.462; 19, p.150). With the declara-
tion of the dictatorship of the Communist Party in this 
way, the prospect of the establishment of parliamen-
tary democracy in Russia came to an end. The expec-
tations and hopes of all the parties who believed that 
all the problems related to Russia would be resolved in 
the Constituent Assembly and who worked for demo-
cratic Russia were wasted. The Caucasus Commissariat, 
which held the administration, decided to cut off rela-
tions with the Bolsheviks, while declaring that they were 
committed to Russia in this process.

After recognizing the true face of the Bolsheviks, 
the Caucasus Commissariat, which had more anticipa-
tion from the Constituent Assembly and suspended 
the peace talks with the Ottoman State due to these 
anticipations, invited the MPs who were elected from 
the Caucasus to the Russian Constituent Assembly to 
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a meeting in Tbilisi on 23 January 1918. Upon this, the 
deputies came together in Tbilisi in the first week of 
February. As a result of the negotiations, they decided 
to convene Seym (Parliament), the legislature of the 
Caucasus, on February 23, 1918 (19, p.151).

Upon the decision of Caucasian deputies, immedi-
ate action was taken to form Seym. No special elections 
were held for Seym. The creation of Seym was based on 
the Constituent Assembly elections held in November 
1917. However, a total of 36 deputies were considered 
to be few and a change was made. According to this 
amendment, the number of votes for candidates to be 
elected was reduced three times compared to the num-
ber of votes required to be elected to the Constituent 
Assembly. In other words, while the number of votes 
corresponding to a seat in the Constituent Assembly 
was 60 thousand, this number was reduced to 20.000. 
With this method, the number of the total number of 
deputies was increased three times, and the small par-
ties that did not get the right to enter the constituent 
parliament since they could not get enough votes had 
the right to be represented in Seym (13, p.14; 19, p.152).

As a result of this practice, the seats of the parliamen-
tary parties were as follows: Menşevikler 33, Musavat 
30, Taşnaksütyun 27, Muslim Socialist Block 7, Es-Erler 
5, Himmet 4, Union of Islam 3, Georgian National 
Democrats 1, Georgian Social Democrats 1 and Kadetler 
1, thus amounting to total number of 112 members. In 

Seym, Muslims (Azeris) were the most representative 
with 44 seats in total. In Seym, Muslims (Azeris) had the 
most representation with 44 seats in total.

The Caucasus Seym was officially established on 23 
February 1918 with its first meeting (8, p.462). Menshevik 
Nikolay Khachidze, who served in the Petrograd Soviet, 
was elected Seym president. The cabinet, which formed 
the Caucasus Commissariat, offered resignation to Seym 
on the same day.

The second meeting of Seym was held on 28 
February 1918. At this meeting, foreign policy issues 
were addressed. Gegeçkori, in the address that he de-
livered, blamed Russia for making peace with Germany 
and emphasized the need for a separate peace with the 
Ottoman State. Afterward, the parties presented their 
programs to the Assembly. The floor was first given 
to Hovhannes Kacaznuni on behalf of Taşnaksütyun. 
Kacaznuni, in his speech, laid emphasis on such is-
sues as “giving autonomy to Turkish Armenia under the 
principle of non-collateralized peace without annexa-
tions, the establishment of a new government in line 
with socialist principles, the introduction of a new land 
regulation and economic program, the control of the 
country’s tangible and industrial institutions for socialist 
production, the creation of state borders within a fed-
erative Caucasus and co-operation with all other demo-
cratic elements in Seym to reach these goals (4, p.175).” 

After Kacaznuni, Dr. Hasan Bey Agayev took the floor 
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on behalf of Musavat and presented the program of 
their party to the parliament. In his speech, Agayev, by 
focusing on the fact that they regarded the Caucasus 
Seym as an organization capable of managing the 
destiny of their country and resolving the most sensi-
tive issues at this crucial time and for this reason Seym 
must first end the war, resolve the issues related to land, 
nationality, workers and etc. and engage in the provi-
sion of peace, pointed out to the fact that lands must 
be given free of charge to those who work on them and 
that the domestic affairs of neighboring countries must 
not be interfered in (4, p.176). 

After those who were in favor of Musavat, Noy 
Jordania, who spoke on behalf of the Mensheviks, took 
the floor. Jordania began by condemning the accep-
tance of the German ultimatum of 21 February. He said 
that the connection between the Caucasus and Russia 
had been abandoned during the Brest Litowsk nego-
tiations and accused the Bolsheviks of surrendering to 
Germany. He noted that Seym must be a constituent 
assembly and take the Caucasus to a republic. He pro-
posed that the peace to be achieved with Turkey should 
not be humiliating and an independent Caucasian gov-
ernment should be established against threats that 
would come from the north (4, p.180).  

After Jordanian, the spokespeople of the other par-
ties also expressed their own programs and opinions. 
During these meetings, the independence of the 
Caucasus was brought up but Seym did not officially 
accept it. The reason was that the Caucasus Seym was 
created in the face of necessity. Georgians, Azerbaijanis 
and Armenians, each of whom was a separate nation, 
joining the Seym, a confederation, acted virtually inde-
pendently. Each of them set up their own national or-
ganizations in the direction of their own interests and 
took the road to realizing their own objectives (8, p.463). 
Therefore, the expectations of all three nations were 
very different from each other. So the national interests 
of all three nations began to clash over time. In order 
to gain even more from the conflicts, these nations 
separately engaged in seeking a stronger ally. It seemed 
rather difficult for such a region which is complicated in 
terms of race and politics as the Caucasus to maintain its 
existence without relying on another great power in the 
process of separating from Russia. Therefore, Georgians 
considered Germany to be closer to them, Armenians 

were of the opinion that Russia was a closer ally and 
Azerbaijani Turks regarded Turkey as a closer friend. 
Although the Caucasus gained its own administration 
and government, it lacked the will to use this histori-
cal opportunity in favor of gaining independence from 
Russia. It was because the parties in Seym did not agree 
on independence. Even so, the Bolsheviks regarded 
the Seym as a dangerous step towards the breakup of 
the Caucasus from Bolshevik Russia and were develop-
ing various political maneuvers to prevent it. Therefore, 
Tbilisi would rise to the position of anti-Bolshevik forces 
and Baku would become the center of the Bolsheviks 
(12, p.143). 

Although Seym did not accept the declaration of in-
dependence, it began to prepare for the beginning of 
peace talks with the Ottoman State. Thus, at the meet-
ing held on March 1, 1918, the topic of under which 
principles the peace talks to start with Turkey would be 
carried out were addressed. As a result of the negotia-
tions, one of the most important steps in the path of in-
dependence was taken by Seym, which accepted itself 
as an authority to make peace with the Ottoman State 
under a number of circumstances. 

In the period after the October Revolution, although 
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the Bolsheviks had taken power in Baku, they were un-
able to achieve this in other parts of the Caucasus and 
Azerbaijan. That is why Bolshevik Russia faced the dan-
ger of losing the Caucasus, which it had dominated 
since the tsarist period. In addition to its geopolitical 
position, the Caucasus had vital importance for Russia 
because of its economic and political significance. It’s 
because during that time, the natural wealth of the 
Caucasus accounted for 83.1% of the oil produced espe-
cially in Russia. The Bolshevik Russia, which was defeat-
ed in the First World War, could only be liberated from 
the situation it was in thanks to Baku oil. Therefore, the 
Bolsheviks were trying to mobilize all their powers and 
keep Baku oil in their hands. In fact, for this reason, on 
December 29, 1917, at the meeting of the Soviet of the 
People’s Commissars of Russia, held under Lenin’s presi-
dency, Head of the Soviet of the Representatives of Baku 
Workers and Soldiers S. G. Shaumyan was appointed as 
Extraordinary Commissioner to lead Caucasus Affairs 
and 500 thousand rubles were sent to Baku Soviet (12, 
p.143). Subsequently, on January 11, 1918, the resolution 
of the People’s Commissars of the Soviet on autonomy of 
“Turkey’s Armenia” was announced with the signatures of 
Lenin and Stalin and the duty to perform actions for the 
implementation of the resolution was granted to S. G. 
Shaumyan. Shaumyan, who was given the task of form-
ing an Armenian state in areas occupied by the Russian 
army in Turkey, came to Tbilisi on 22 January 1918 for 
this purpose and here, he called for Sovietization of the 
entire Caucasus. However, the Caucasus Commissariat 
opposed to this call and forced Shaumyan to leave 
the country. On this development, Shaumyan and his 
friends had to go to Baku from Tbilisi (3, p. 226). After this, 
Shaumyan understood that he could not establish the 
Tbilisi-based Bolshevik government and directed all his 
attention to Baku (3, p.226; 8, p.479). 

In the face of this situation, a group of the 
Musavat Party supporters founded the Muslim Army 
Headquarters in January 1918, thinking that it was time 
to fight for the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. Under 
the leadership of Shaumyan, who found out about this, 
the administration of Taşnaksütyun Party started to look 
for opportunities with the Armenian National Council 
and the Bolshevik associations in order to counter attack 
the supporters of Musavat Party (10, p.7). As a matter of 
fact, the Wild Division (Vahşi Tümen) headed by General 
Talışinski, who was approaching Baku, was arrested near 
Baku train station on March 9, 1918, by the command of 
Shaumyan. All of the division, particularly Talışinski was 
arrested. However, as soon as this incident was heard 
of in the city, not only did it cause very serious uneasi-
ness in Baku and its districts but all across Azerbaijan as 
well. The people who objected started asking the Baku 
Soviet to explain the reason for the arrests and whether 
they would be released. The people, who did not find 
the statements made by the Baku Soviet in relation to 
the issue convincing, revolted against the Bolshevik-
Dashnak troops. But this uprising was suppressed short-
ly. A lot of people out of those who rebelled were mur-
dered and the rest were imprisoned (10, p.8).

It was announced on 30 March that the Baku 
Soviet Revolutionary Committee was established. N. 
Nerimanov was also included in this committee by 
name only. However, the tension in Baku did not come 
to an end. Conflicts began on March 31 with the people 
taking to the streets. The Armenians, the Mensheviks, 
the Eser supporters, the Caspian Military Navy and the 
Cadets immediately sided with the Bolsheviks. The 
Armenian-Bolshevik coalition troops began to slaugh-
ter the innocent people by attacking the Muslims (6, 
p.75-84). Baku Soviet officials issued an ultimatum upon 
this incident. According to this; Baku Soviet would be 
recognized as the sole authority and its orders would be 
strictly adhered to, the anti-revolutionary Wild Division 
(Dikaya Divizkaya) were to be removed from Baku and 
its districts and Baku-Petrovsk and Baku-Tbilisi train lines, 
cut off by Azerbaijanis, would be opened. If even one 
of these requests was not accepted, the state of emer-
gency would be declared and Musavat Party would be 
responsible for it. The Musavat Party at the last moment 
had to accept the ultimatum of the Baku Soviet. But it 
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was unable to prevent the Azerbaijani Turks from clash-
ing on the streets (6, p.86).

The Armenian-Bolshevik troops turned their direc-
tion to Shamahi after realizing their targets in Baku. Here 
too many people were massacred and the survivors 
were forced to leave the city. The Armenian-Bolshevik 
troops, who thought that they had achieved great suc-
cess by murdering the innocent Muslims in the Shamahi 
District, did not remain idle, but carried out massacres in 
Guba, Göyçay and Ağdaş (6, p.27-37). Thus, about 12,000 
Muslim Turks were slaughtered in the city of Baku dur-
ing the events which continued from March 30, 1918 to 
April 2. In Azerbaijan, many people lost their lives. This 
event, however, did not lessen the perseverance of the 
Azerbaijani Turks and the phenomenon of autonomy 
was transformed into a fight for freedom.

On the other hand, upon the conclusion with no 
results of Trabzon Conference between the Caucasus 
Government and the Ottoman Government, The 
Batumi Conference was convened on May 11, 1918 
to discuss the new military and political issues that 
emerged in the aftermath of the forward operating of 
the Ottoman 3rd Army (15, p.514-520). Here, Halil Bey, 
on behalf of the Ottoman State, presented to the repre-

sentatives of the Caucasus the text of the agreement on 
peace and friendship between the Ottoman State and 
the Caucasus Government consisting of twelve articles 
and three additions. In the text of the agreement, the 
Ottoman State demanded new territories as compen-
sation for the losses it had in the war. These requests 
included Ahiska, Ahilkelek, Gümrü, Eçmiedzin districts 
and Kars-Gümrü-Culfa railway. However, the Ottoman 
demands were not accepted by the Caucasus delega-
tion (15, p.475).

Upon this, a diplomatic note was sent by Mr. Halil 
Bey to the president of the Caucasian delegation, 
Chenkeli (11, p.229). In addition to the note reflecting 
the present situation in the Caucasus, Halil Bey put for-
ward a new approach in the sense that every society 
constituting the Confederation of the Caucasus should 
declare their independent states so that a lasting peace 
with the Ottoman State could be achieved. These three 
communities, whose national interests conflicted with 
each other, weakened their willingness to continue 
this coercive coexistence. Because the Armenians and 
Georgian tried to prevent the advance of the Turkish 
army while the Azerbaijani leaders were promoting 
the Ottoman rulers. As a matter of fact, the Caucasian 
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Seym which faced an impasse in the face of this situa-
tion terminated itself by holding a final meeting on 26 
May 1918. On the same day Georgians and Armenians 
declared their independent states. On May 28, 1918, 
Azerbaijan proclaimed its independence. Due to Baku’s 
inclusion into the administration of the Bolsheviks since 
18 March 1918, the provisional capital of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan was Ganja. Following the declaration of 
independence, a “National Assembly” was formed by 
the Azerbaijani members who had been in Seym, the 
Caucasus Confederation parliament. Mehmet Emin 
Resulzade was elected as the chairman of this council. 
Feth Ali Han Hoyski undertook the first prime minister’s 
post of the Azerbaijani Government, which composed 
of eight ministers (22, p.287).

Bolshevik Russia, which regarded the geographical 
region of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia, which were 
newly established in the Caucasus, as part of its borders, 
did not officially accept the independence of the men-
tioned states. However, due to the civil war in Russia, 
it did not have the opportunity to intervene in these 
newly- formed republics. For this reason, it was tem-
porarily silent about the incidents in the Caucasus, and 
rather, it was exerting more diplomatic and military ef-
forts to retain Baku, which had a special importance for 
itself. However, due to the events that unfolded in the 
future, the Bolsheviks would have to leave Baku, which 
they considered as “one of the most important cities of 
Russia”. The city of Baku would eventually be liberated 
from the Bolshevik, Eser, Menshevik and Dashnaks by 
Islamic Army of the Caucasus as a result of the Caucasus 
movement in the period mentioned and become the 
capital of the Azerbaijan People’s Republic (12, p.150). 

Conclusion. Although the Bolshevik Russians pro-
claimed through Lenin’s words that they would leave 
the war with 1917 October Revolution and grant inde-
pendence to the peoples living on the territory of Russia 
on December 3, 1917, they had not fully withdrawn 
from the region due to their interests in the Caucasus. 
On March 4, they established the “Executive Committee 
of People’s Organizations” in Baku and they appointed 
Stepan Shaumyan for its presidency (Gökay, ibid, p.26). 
But it was not easy at all for Shaumyan to secure full 
authority in Baku when the scarcity of Russian troops 
at his disposal is taken into consideration. The great-
est supporters were the Armenians, which caused the 
Azerbaijanis and Armenians to collide in Baku. The bad 
attitude of the Bolsheviks with the Armenians against 
the Azerbaijanis attracted the attention of the Ottoman 

State as of the Trabzon Conference. The Ottoman 
Empire, which failed to obtain the desired results of the 
Trabzon and Batumi Conferences, decided to organize a 
series of military operations to the South Caucasus. The 
greatest advocate of this idea was Enver Pasha.

Not only the Bolshevik Russians and British were 
disturbed by the military action of the Ottoman State. 
The Germans, who were their allies, were also disturbed 
by the Turkish advance. In fact, the Germans went even 
further and signed a treaty with the Bolshevik Russians 
in Germany on 27 August on the status of Baku. 
Accordingly, the city would be given to the Bolsheviks 
in Russia in exchange for giving a fourth of Baku oil to 
the Germans (Gökay, ibid, p.26).

On the one hand Enver Pasha informed the Germans 
that the progress of the Islamic Army of the Caucasus 
would be stopped, while on the other hand he sent 
a secret telegram to Nuri Pasha, commander of the 
Islamic Army, and ordered Baku to be seized and to end 
the Armenian atrocity against the Turks in the region (4, 
p. 222- 223). Finally, despite all the attempts of Germans 
to prevent it, the Caucasian Islamic Army succeeded 
in entering Baku on September 15. Upon the capture 
of Baku, the National Government in Ganja arrived in 
Baku on September 17, 1918, and thus the Azerbaijani 
National State reunited with its real capital. 
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Monument to Turkish soldiers who died for the liberation of Baku in September 1918


