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he 4th Islamic Solidarity Games, held in Baku, became not just one of the main events in the life
of Azerbaijan. Even before they began, many said
that the competition was important not only because of
its sports component, but also the ability to consolidate
Muslims around the world. And Azerbaijan showed that
it plays an important role in uniting the Islamic world
through the prism of the Games.
Baku has become a real center of world sports, in
which big events replace each other at a kaleidoscopic
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speed. It seems that quite recently, the capital hosted
the European Games, and then it organized another
major event, which also had a social nature. Teams from
fifty-four countries came to Baku, and the total number
of participants was about three thousand athletes. And
with its atmosphere it resembled Olympic Games, considering all the necessary components - the Athletes
Village, numerous arenas, infrastructure and other accompanying aspects. In addition, the Islamiad set new
standards of quality for subsequent major competitions,
and Azerbaijan once again proved that it can brilliantly
host any comprehensive event.
“Everything was at the highest level. When Baku
won the race for the right to host the Islamiad, we had
no doubt that they would be brilliantly organized. We
are very happy that the sports festival did take place,
and we thank Azerbaijan for it. The Games became an
important step in further strengthening solidarity in
the Islamic world. We hope that the level set at these
competitions will be preserved in the subsequent Islamiads,” said Ashraf Sayed Dalrug, a member of the Coordination Committee of the Islamic Solidarity Sports
Federation (ISSF).
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Over the past two years, Baku has hosted the European Games, the World Chess Olympiad, Formula-1 and
the Islamic Solidarity Games - very few countries can
boast of such a brilliant “track record”. At the same time,
the legacy of the European Games automatically spread
to the Islamiad, as they were united by the spirit of the
sports struggle and mutual respect. Sports are firmly included in the state policy of Azerbaijan, and the brilliant
holding of the Games only proved this.
“At the opening ceremony, we demonstrated the
progressiveness of Islam. We showed that it was a religion of science, culture, peace and charity. We demonstrated the rich ancient history and culture of Azerbaijan to the entire Islamic world and the entire planet.
At the same time, the closing ceremony also positioned
Azerbaijan as a progressive, modern country. That is, this
unique unity turns Azerbaijan into an irreplaceable state
on a global scale today. We are committed to our national and religious values, and we cherish and will cherish them. At the same time, we are open to the world
and are modern and developing, and these important
factors, in essence, personify the modern Azerbaijani
www.irs-az.com

state today,” Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said at a
meeting with athletes.
Even before the start of the Islamiad, the Azerbaijani
team expected to compete for victory in the overall
standings. And the maximum program was accomplished with brilliance - before the last competitive day
it was already clear that the closest competitors from
Turkey could no longer beat the hosts by the number of
medals won. As a result, the team finished the competition with a catch of 162 medals (75 gold, 50 silver and
37 bronze medals). Turkey came second (71-67-57) and
Iran third (39-26-33).
But what matters is not so much the medals as
how they were won. Almost all the leading Azerbaijani
sportsmen took part in the Games, proving their high
reputation again. The Olympic champion in taekwondo
Radik Isayev, the three-time prize-winner of the Games
in the wrestling program Maria Stadnik, the women’s
national volleyball team of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijani judo
veteran Elkhan Mammadov, who is experiencing a second youth - all of them and many others proved their
class in Baku.
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In this connection, the assessment given to the Islamiad by the three-time Olympic champion in GrecoRoman wrestling, a deputy of the Russian State Duma,
Alexander Karelin, is interesting. “I watched the composition of the teams and how the program was formed.
Because to me, as a person with experience in organizing competitions, it is very interesting to see how they
distinguish teams on the basis of religion. All this was
done in a harmonious and balanced way, without affecting the feelings of those who, living in traditionally
Islamic territories, adhere to another belief. The organizers did very well. They did everything very civilly, clearly
and with proper restrictions, which the behavior of the
followers of the Prophet Muhammad presupposes. And
the results of the Games are also logical, the strongest
won,” Karelin said.
www.irs-az.com
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According to the number of awards won, Ruslan
Lunev, a master of bullet shooting who appeared
on the podium five times, was beyond comparison.
World karate jewel Rafael Agayev and his teammate
Aykhan Mamayev won their second Islamiad, and
the same can be said about basketball player Zaur
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Pashayev. He won the first gold at the first Games in
Saudi Arabia in 2005, and after twelve years, he distinguished himself in the national team in another
version of the game – the 3x3 format. Azerbaijani
athletes distinguished themselves in almost all types
of the program.
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In any case, every competition is not only about
the results and struggle for the medals, but also about
the work of volunteers. The Games in Baku were not
an exception. “The volunteer movement in Azerbaijan
emerged long ago. More than 20 years ago, the first
non-governmental youth organization was opened,
which dealt with issues of organizing volunteers. But
the revolution in this movement occurred during the
European Games, when 18,000 boys and girls were
involved. This helped during other sports events too.
Once we published an announcement, we received
over 10 thousand applications. The volunteers got their
own anthem for the Solidarity Games – ‘Salam, Baku’,
which became the first song of this kind.”
The Islamiad in Baku will remain forever in the
history of Azerbaijan as a vivid example of the unity
and solidarity of the Muslim world. The President of
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the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation (ISSF), Prince
Abdullah Bin Mosaad Bin Abdulaziz, gave a high assessment of the level of its organization. “A grandiose
festival of sports and friendship is coming to an end
in the capital of Azerbaijan. Baku provided excellent
conditions for the athletes of Islamic countries so that
they could demonstrate their skills to people who arrived from four continents - to note interconnections
in the spirit of unity and mutual understanding. These
significant Islamic Solidarity Games were held under
the leadership of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, thanks to the activities of the First
Vice President and Head of the Baku-2017 Organizing
Committee, Mehriban Aliyeva, and her staff in the Organizing Committee of the Islamic Solidarity Games
and the hospitality of the hosts. On behalf of the ISSF, I
want to express my gratitude to the residents of Baku
and the Azerbaijani people for their dedication and
great hospitality. We sincerely wish to see you again
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at the Games, which will be held in Istanbul in 2021,” tions. The Islamic Games in Baku were held at the highest level, and it is necessary to support this level,” TurkAbdullah Bin Mosaad Bin Abdulaziz said.
“Also, it is necessary to note the extensive program ish Sports Minister Akif Cagatay said.
of sports at the Islamiad, which satisfied the tastes of
any fans. Football, judo, athletics, gymnastics, boxing and many other disciplines left no one indifferent.
Therefore, many specialists compared Baku-2017 with
Olympics in terms of coverage of sports and organization. And this is not surprising, since the scale of the
competition made it possible to say that the Islamiad
can compete with the Summer Games in terms of interest in the future. At the same time, Turkey intends to
adopt the experience of Azerbaijan in holding such a
forum, since the next Islamiad will be held in Istanbul
in 2021. “Although we have often held great competitions, the experience of Azerbaijan will also be useful
for us. We are very pleased that after four years, the Islamic Games will be held in Turkey. The entire sports
infrastructure of Istanbul is already perfectly fine-tuned,
so I have no doubt that by 2021 we will be completely
ready to host the Islamiad. We will carry out only small
reconstruction work at some sports facilities, and in
all other respects we are ready to host these competi-
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Every event is a kind of experience. In this context,
it will help the Azerbaijani team, as well as teams from
other countries to prepare for selection for the Olympics, which is already around the corner. The Islamiad
became an excellent chance for a new generation of
athletes to express themselves, feel self-reliant and experience competitive drive. And it is possible that Baku2017 lit up the stars that will brightly shine already at the
next Olympics in Tokyo.
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