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The process of globalization of society has become 
one of the key aspects in the development of 
modern civilization. Along with that, “the process 

of cultural globalization” is inevitable, and the problem 
of preserving national cultures is becoming increasingly 
urgent. Each cultural sphere of human activity has its 
own value measurements such as values of material 
and spiritual life.

Today, one of the most pressing problems is the 
ecology of ethnic and cultural heritage. Ethnic-cultural 
heritage is a set of attitudes, ideals and cultural tradi-
tions, which are the most characteristic and important 
for every nation. Integral parts of ethno-cultural char-
acteristics are ethnic identity, in particular, self-identity, 
language, ethnic psychology, ethnic identity and tradi-
tional rules of etiquette. Life values   direct the course of 
human existence, set tasks and help to develop stan-
dards and ideals.

Globalization increases the interdependence of vari-
ous states and peoples and the need for interaction. It 
is difficult to separate its immediate effects from the 
developments and trends taking place in Azerbaijani 
society. Of course, globalization has many advantages 
and opens up new opportunities to address problems 
facing humanity. Specifically, there is a fusion of dif-
ferent cultures and awareness of cultural values   for all 
mankind. Globalization changes the course of everyday 
life and reconstructs the way of life of every person. He 
continually faces global phenomena which, one way or 
another, affect the activities of not only individuals, but 
also entire social groups.

It is obvious that it is extremely difficult for a trans-

formational society to adopt new behavioral norms and 
stereotypes. They form as such as the socio-cultural en-
vironment, political priorities and the well-being of the 
population change. In other words, democratization 
brings new segments into the socio-cultural life of Azer-
baijani society, trying to change it and wedge in new 
behavioral norms. [2]

In the current context of globalization, national 
identity and ethnic identity trends become significantly 
stronger around the world. And in Azerbaijan, the de-
sire for the revival of many features of original culture 
forgotten during the years of Soviet power increases. 
But on the other hand, globalization processes affect 
the consciousness of the younger generation. Under 
this influence, national identity begins to be offset, and 
youth lean towards new, more liberal priorities. The new 
generation is willing to share Western moral values   ... 
The impact of the cultural globalization process most 
strongly affects representatives of the urban population, 
especially the younger generation [1, 14]. In rural areas 
and in families, parenting has a relatively traditional na-
ture. This process alters their moral and cultural values, 
personal tastes and material needs. It should be noted 
that changes in the spiritual values   of the younger gen-
eration are a natural and inevitable process. Modern 
processes of globalization and migration lead cultures 
to closer interaction and interpenetration. But on the 
other hand, the cultural heritage is the property of the 
people, and the protection of these values   is an urgent 
problem facing society.

Today, there is a need to protect not only artifacts, 
but also customs, traditions and rituals, i.e. the most 
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ancient forms of cultural expression. In this regard, I 
would like to cite an example from Azerbaijan. So, on 
the initiative of the President of the Heydar Aliyev Foun-
dation, Goodwill Ambassador of UNESCO and ISESCO 
Mehriban Aliyeva, the international contest of Azerbai-
jani mugam, the Gabala International Music Festival and 
others are held annually. All this is a clear indication of 
the preservation of national cultural values.

In order to preserve the cultural heritage, it is nec-
essary to take measures to promote the customs and 
traditions of the Azerbaijani people, preserve national 
holidays and ceremonies, national music and dances, 
folklore, restore national games, develop the rich tradi-
tions of fine, decorative and miniature art and so on.

The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage is important for the Azerbaijani 
people. [3]

The UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage includes Azerbaijani mugam, ashug art, 
Azerbaijani carpets, the production and art of playing the 
tar, the Novruz holiday and the art of making the wom-
en’s silk headscarf - the kalagayi. At the same time, the 
UNESCO List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage includes 
the Maiden Tower, Icherisheher, the Palace of the Shirvan-
shahs and the Gobustan State Historical-Artistic Reserve.

According to the 6 April 2005 decree of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, the 
International Mugam Center was established in Baku. 
And in September 2008, on the initiative of the Founda-
tion, the Karabakh Mugam Center was built in the city 
of Agjabadi. Azerbaijani mugam was included on the 
UNESCO List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2003 
[4]. Mugam is an ancient art that is passed down from 
generation to generation. The philosophy of mugam 
is based on such feelings as attachment to one’s land, 
roots, the feeling of national dignity, love, hospitality, 
kindness, mercy, mutual respect, etc. It is the bearer of 
the finest qualities of the Azerbaijani people. Mugam is 
a symbol of Azerbaijanis in the past and in the present. 
In recent years, Azerbaijan has hosted mugam contests, 
released the music album “Karabakh khanendes” (Kara-
bakh singers), published Mugam magazine and the En-
cyclopedia of Mugam.

On 30 September 2009, Novruz was included on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
by UNESCO. [4] From that time, 21 March was declared 
International Day of Novruz. Given that this festival is 
celebrated in a number of countries, on the recommen-
dation of the organization, it was presented to UNESCO 
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as a model of the international intangible cultural heri-
tage. Novruz promotes the values   of peace and solidar-
ity between generations and within the family, as well 
as reconciliation and neighborliness, thus contributing 
to cultural diversity and friendship among peoples. The 
Novruz holiday is celebrated in honor of the arrival of 
spring and marks the new year. The first day of spring 
on the calendar marks the annual circulation of the sun. 
Marking Novruz, people remember their ancestors, de-
ceased parents, national heroes and visit the graves of 
their loves ones.

The UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage also includes Azerbaijani ashug art, 
which is one of the oldest samples of the cultural heri-
tage of Azerbaijan. The art of Azerbaijani ashugs com-
bines poetry, storytelling, dances and vocal and instru-
mental music. Ashug music is a symbol of Azerbaijani 
culture and poetry. This art is considered an emblem of 
national identity and the custodian of the Azerbaijani 
language, literature and music. And today ashug art is 
popular among the younger generation. Ashugs also 
contribute to intercultural dialogue.

Another success of the state in the preservation of 
the cultural heritage of the people was the inclusion 
of the traditional art of Azerbaijani carpet weaving on 
the UNESCO List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
November 2010. [4] The country is taking measures to 
develop the art of carpet weaving, which is a national 
treasure of the Azerbaijani people. Carpet weaving is 
one of the most ancient folk crafts of the country. The 
ornament of carpets serves as a very stable element and 
indicator of the rich spiritual culture and outlook of the 
people. Carpets still play a crucial role not only in the 
material but also in the spiritual life of the people. The 
development of carpet weaving in Azerbaijan has an 
ancient history. Carpets and rugs have been historically 
prevalent in the everyday life of the people, and today 
make up the most important attribute of everyday life 
in modern Azerbaijan. Traditional Azerbaijani carpets 
are made by hand. Carpet weaving is a family tradition 
that is passed from generation to generation. Carpet 
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production is closely linked to the everyday life and tra-
ditions of the people, which manifest themselves in pat-
terns and in the use of products.

In 2013, the production and the skill of playing the 
tar were included on the UNESCO List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage. [4] This instrument is used for the per-
formance of folk music.

On 19 March 2009, the Heydar Aliyev Foundation and 
UNESCO signed an agreement on cooperation aimed at 
achieving strategic objectives in the field of safeguard-
ing intangible cultural heritage. In 2013, UNESCO con-
ducted activities related to the celebration of the 900th 
anniversary of the renowned Azerbaijani poetess Mah-
sati Ganjavi, the 550th anniversary of the death of the 
famous philosopher Seyid Yahya Bakuvi and the 100th 
anniversary of the first Azerbaijani musical comedy by 
Uzeyir Hajibeyli “Arshin Mal Alan”.

The Azerbaijani state pays special attention to the 

preservation of cultural heritage in the occupied Azer-
baijani territories. In 2012, the resolution “On the occu-
pied territories” was adopted on the initiative of Azer-
baijan for the first time in the history of UNESCO. It in-
volves the provision of information on the preservation 
of cultural heritage in the occupied territories and the 
dispatch of special missions there.

The mission of each state is not only to protect na-
tional cultural heritage, but also to create conditions for 
the education of new generations on the basis of the 
uniqueness of the customs and traditions of their own 
people. The family should play a special role in the state 
policy in the field of preserving the cultural heritage of 
the people. Azerbaijani folk pedagogy is rich in educa-
tional traditions. Today, in addition to the state, the fam-
ily is the primary custodian of national traditions. We 
should not forget about the role of education in this 
area either. 
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