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Azerbaijani refugees were put up in locations unsuitable for life - even in railway carriages. 
But the world pretended not to notice it
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After losing their statehood in the 4th century and be-
ing scattered around the world, the Armenians, in 
search of a strong patron, have been carrying the 

myth of “Great Armenia” in their genes for centuries. As a 
moral leader of the Armenian population, the Armenian Gre-
gorian Church and in particular, Mkhitarists (author’s note 1) 
have been carrying out active work in both the East and the 
West, trying to attract the attention of the great powers to 
his mythical idea, the formation of “Great Armenia”.

With the efforts of the Armenian Gregorian Church, 
the “Armenian question” was included in the interna-
tional system in the last quarter of the 19th century. In 
order to achieve their long-time dream, Armenian sepa-
ratists organize a number of disturbances in the Ottoman 
Empire and Armenian nationalists transfer the “Armeni-
an question” to the Caucasus. As a result, in the early 20th 
century, becoming the core of insurrection in the region, 

Armenianism (author’s note 2) turns into a hotbed of a 
“volcano”, destroying everything and everyone in its path. 
After the suppression of the insurrection of Armenianism 
in Eastern Anatolia, masses of insurgents rushed to the 
South Caucasus.

Tens of thousands of refugees who were “deprived of 
their property and families who knew no craft and could 
only wield a knife were crammed into the Caucasus”. And 
the entire Armenian population of the region, resettled to 
the region in the first third of the 19th century as a result 
of the resettlement policy of the Russian Empire, became 
subject to the influence of Dashnaktsutyun. The uncon-
trolled actions of the Armenians, subjects of the Russian 
Empire, led the “Armenian question” to a new phase. It 
went beyond the Ottoman Empire and ceased to be its 
internal affair. “The Armenian question” was introduced in 
the socio-political sphere of the Russian Empire and gained 
a “foothold” in the South Caucasus, thus turning into the 
“Armenian syndrome”, a carrier of separatism and terrorism.

The Russian Empire, which purposefully pursued a 
policy of Russification in the conquered territories and in 
particular, in the South Caucasus, could not calmly watch 
the development of the Armenian separatist movement, 
which was at odds with its colonial policy. And in order 
to stop Armenian nationalism, the Caucasian administra-
tion took appropriate measures: it closes Armenian parish 
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schools in the Caucasus and imposes sequestration on the 
Armenian Gregorian Church (confiscation of the property 
of Echmiadzin - editor), which played a leading role in Ar-
menianism, uniting the Ottoman and Russian Armenians 
under the idea of forming “Great Armenia”. In response, to-
tal Armenian terror begins throughout the Caucasus. They 
“forgot” that in the interests of its colonial policy, Russia re-
settled 120,000 Armenians to Azerbaijani lands in the first 
third of the 19th century in order to create settlements for 
them and form an “Armenian region” on the ancestral lands 
of our country - in the territory of the Iravan and Nakh-
chivan khanates. Throwing off their mask of “destitute 
sufferers”, Armenianism terrorized officials of all ranks 
of the Caucasian administration such as the supreme com-
mander for civil affairs in the Caucasus, G. S. Golitsyn. Baku 
Governor Prince M. A. Nakashidze, who took an active part 
in localizing the activities of Armenianism in the region 
and demonstrated a principled stance after the announce-
ment of sequestration, was assassinated. After the assassi-
nation of M. A. Nakashidze, the rampant terror of Armenian 
committee members reached its climax. Terrorist attacks 
were prepared against members of the supreme hierarchy 
of tsarist Russia. Namely, after the First Russian Revolution, 
Dashnak terrorists plotted to assassinate Emperor Nicholas 
II and Secretary of State Stolypin. During these years, the 
terrorist attacks that were carried out and planned were 
dominated by Dashnaktsutyun. According to historical 
documents, this is explained by the fact that in the years 
of the First Russian Revolution, Dashnaktsutyun had real 
power – a zinvor army of up to 100,000 people on which 
up to 10 million rubles (in tsarist banknotes) were spent.

During this period, Armenianism also sought to real-
ize their intelligible idea or rather tried to form their own 
state, lost in the early Middle Ages, at the expense of the 
ancestral lands of Azerbaijan. Ideologized by the “Armeni-
an syndrome” - the synergy of separatism and terrorism, 
Armenian separatists could not stop and directed their ha-
tred towards Azerbaijanis, part of the Turko-Muslim world. 
The documents that we found in the Archive of Political 
Documents of the Administration of the President of the 
Azerbaijan Republic (hereinafter, the APDAPAR) indicate 
that the Armenians were well armed, while their secret 
organization Dashnaktsutyun “organized trials and massa-
cres of the population”, and the killings of Azerbaijanis “be-
gan to follow one after another for the purpose of terror 
first in the city of Baku and then in other places”. Planted 
in the minds of the Armenian population, the crazy 

idea of Armenianism about “Great Armenia” pushed 
them into an abyss of hatred and confrontation.

During World War I, Armenianism again directs its ac-
tions into implementing the “Armenian question”. In the fall 
of 1914, Armenians scattered around the world began to 
flock to the Caucasus from the Balkans, Egypt, the USA and 
European countries. In the same period, terrorist Khecho (a 
resident of the Iravan Province Gevorg Amirov) and terrorist 
Dro (a resident of the village of Igdir of Surmali County of 
Iravan Province Drazdomad Kanoyan, later known as a le-
gionnaire-terrorist during World War II) came to the Cauca-
sus from the Ottoman Empire and terrorist Andronik from 
Bulgaria. With their participation in Tiflis, at the office of the 
chief of the Tiflis Armenian Diocese, Bishop Mesrop, it was 
decided to “start forming squads” in order to achieve the 
goal of the mythical idea of Armenianism - the formation of 
“Great Armenia” under the protectorate of Russia. It should 
be noted that the Dashnaktsutyun party considered the Ar-
menian militant groups in the Caucasus as a factor of “pres-
sure on Russia (“to defend their interests if necessary on the 
one hand and on the other, to have a well-organized and 
armed mass ready in case of the retreat of Russian troops 
in Eastern Anatolia”). In his report to the Special Division of 
the Office of the Caucasus Governor, the Chief of the Tiflis 
Provincial Gendarmerie Colonel Pastryulin wrote that in a 
short period from the fall of 1914 to February 1915, 520,000 
rubles were spent on supporting the Armenian combat 
units - Armenian volunteer brigades.

After the Alashkert operation, the socio-political situa-
tion in the region became even more troublesome for the 
Muslim Turks, when Van was captured by the Caucasian 
Army and put at the mercy of chetniks and their ideologues 
- the Dashnaks. Appointed to the post of governor of Van, 
Aram Manukyan openly demonstrated components of 
the “Armenian syndrome”, which Armenians separatists 
could not and did not want to hide. For example, histori-
cal documents of APDAPAR show that Dashnak Manukyan 
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“authorized the looting and destruction of property left 
behind by the Turks and Kurds. Pastures and cornfields be-
longing to Kurds or Turks were confiscated and distributed 
among the Armenian population”. After the capture of Van 
by the Russian troops and the ethnic “cleansing” of that ter-
ritory by Armenian gangs, Dashnaktsutyun decides not to 
stop before any obstacles. At the expense of the “Armenian 
National Central Bureau” (author’s note 3), Dashnak St. Zo-
ryan (Rostom) purchases weapons and ammunition and 
transports all stocks of weapons and explosives from the 
Caucasus and Iran to the city of Van.

Taking advantage of the occupation of the eastern part 
of Asia Minor by the Russian troops, Armenian militants 
massacred not only Turks here, but also Jews. According to 
a report by the Foreign Ministry of the Ottoman Empire, in 
the Jewish village of Seyl alone, “300 local residents were 
hacked to pieces by Armenian thugs”.

The tragic nature of these events was that as a result 
of the atrocities of Armenian militants against the Jewish 
population, the latter were forced to leave Eastern Anatolia 
and head to Istanbul.

Considering the current military-political situation to 
be a favorable moment, Armenianism, armed with the 
myth of “genocide”, continued to intensively promote its 
intelligible dream in the West. Back in the late 19th century, 
in order to attract the world’s attention to the “Armenian 
question”, Armenianism set up heterogeneous organi-
zations in Western countries, particularly in the United 
States. Their organizers were Armenians - immigrants who 
moved to Western countries. In order to consolidate the 
actions of Armenian nationalism, the Armenian lobby 
establishes and publishes foreign-language newspa-
pers and magazines and creates committees that ac-
tively promote the “Armenian question”. In the midst of 
the Armenian insurrection in Eastern Anatolia, the “Patri-
otic Federation of Armenians” was set up in New York in 
June 1895. During this period, the “Armenian question” was 
actively promoted in the United States by organizations 
such as the “Friends of Armenia” and “Union of Friends of 
Armenia”. On this example, during World War I, Armenian-
ism continued to actively promote its intelligible dream 
in Western countries. According to the Interior Ministry 
of the Russian Empire, the head of the Paris-based bureau 
“Delegation nationale Armenienne” (Armenian national 

Karabakh
Shusha - the capital of Karabakh, after the Armenian - Azerbaijani clashes in 1905-1906

In the 1990s, Armenian terrorist organizations became 
active again. A blown-up Baku-Tbilisi passenger bus
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representation) and the representative of the Catholicos 
of All Armenians, Boghos Nubar Pasha, conducted active 
negotiations in London to address the “Armenian ques-
tion”, emphasizing the lack of confidence of Armenianism 
in Russia on this issue. Negotiations were held in France 
by Y. H. Zavriyev to sound out European states with regard 
to the settlement of the “Armenian question”. During the 
negotiations, Zavriyev tried to persuade French diplomats 
to support a favorable solution to the “Armenian question” 
at the future peace conference. However, in the summer of 
1916, French Prime Minister Briand invited Boghos Nubar 
Pasha and explained to him why France was hesitant on 
this issue, which was that “the Armenian nation has only 
revolutionary organizations such as Dashnaktsutyun”.

The leaders of Armenianism also tried to draw the at-
tention of statesmen and public figures of pre-revolution-
ary Russia to its centuries-old intelligible dream. To this end, 
representatives of Armenian separatism prepared to hold 
a congress of Armenian committees in Petrograd. In order 
to introduce the Russian public to their intelligible dreams, 
Armenianism developed a provision on the congresses 
of representatives of Armenian public organizations at 
the Petrograd Congress (May 1916). Representatives del-
egated by the congress requested Interior Minister V. M. 
Volkonskiy to approve the document. To review the doc-
ument, Volkonskiy instructed the Caucasian regional lead-
ership to study the project and give their assessment. In 
his report on the issue, the assistant of the Caucasus gov-
ernor for civil affairs, Prince V. Orlov, focused on the fact 
that the main authorized person “for the accommodation 
of refugees from the Caucasus Front” was Major General 
Tamamshev (Armenian - editor) and that this particular 
government agency collaborated with Armenian public 
organizations “in the interests of the best implementation 
of the cause of assistance to refugees”. Taking the above as 
a basis, Orlov referred to the position of the great Prince 
Nikolay Nikolayevich on this issue and emphasized that 
“the request of the representatives of the All-Russian Ar-
menian Congress in Petrograd on the establishment of a 
permanent body represented by the Armenian Central 
Committee should be rejected as there is no real need for 
it”. During this period, the Russian Empire did not hide its 
distrust in Armenianism, and a concrete answer was given 
to the appeal of the British Government on the issue of 
autonomy for Armenia. Thus, at the request of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry, a meeting was held where high-ranking 

officials of the Caucasian administration gave the follow-
ing conclusion: “Although the Armenians suffered many 
casualties for the Allies, they do not deserve autono-
my, because they have no organizations other than rev-
olutionary ones, (or rather terrorist ones, which scared the 
government circles of the Russian Empire - editor), which 
express the will and desires of the Armenian people, and 
since these organizations are hostile to Russia, it is to be 
feared that an autonomous Armenia in their hands will be 
hostile to Russia. The historic significance of this document 
is that by the middle of 1916 Russian official circles, includ-
ing senior officials of the General Staff of the Caucasian 
Army recognized the essence of Armenianism – the main 
parts of which were separatism and terrorism – the syner-
gy of the “Armenian syndrome”. The horrors of the “Armeni-
an syndrome” clearly manifested themselves during World 
War I, when the armed forces of Armenian separatists killed 
more than two million Muslims, mostly citizens of the Ot-
toman Empire, in a region covering the geographical area 
from the Aegean to the Mediterranean Sea and from the 
Black Sea to the Caucasus. Georges de Maleville, Justin Mc-
Carthy, Eric Feigl and other independent Western scholars 
write about it in their articles based on facts.

The social-political processes of the early 20th century 
ended with the fall of the monarchy in the Russian Em-
pire. Unprepared for military action, the Russian Empire 
endured innumerable losses during World War I in all 
respects: economic, territorial and social-political. As a 
result, the social and political collapse of the fall of 1916 
ended with the collapse of the empire. After the October 
coup, Armenians separatists, disappointed in the actions 
of the Russian Empire and the leading countries of the 
Entente in solving the “Armenian question”, decided to 
take advantage of new political forces in the region. Con-
spiring with the Transcaucasian Commissariat (November 
11, 1917 – early January 1918), Dashnaks were preparing 

Shamakhi, a city destroyed by Armenians during 
Azerbaijani genocide in 1918. House of Shamakhi cadi 
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Karabakh

for a new act of genocide in the South Caucasus, now for 
the genocide of the Azerbaijani people. To this end, they 
developed a plan on the indiscriminate armament of the 
Armenian population in the region. For example, on the 
instruction of the Transcaucasian Commissariat, entire 
batches of rifles and cartridges were sent from the Tiflis 
arsenal to Armenian villages and societies, while Muslim 
rural communities were denied weapons. As a result, at 
the end of 1917, there appeared “organized military units 
of Armenians”, who robbed and massacred Azerbaijanis 
in counties of the Yelizavetpol province. During this peri-
od, Armenian looting and violence was also furthered by 
to the Bolshevik government in Russia, which continued 
the imperial policy in the regions, as well as in the Cau-
casus. In search of a social base, the Bolsheviks focused 
on the “Armenian question” in the fall. Having decided to 
retain the geographic boundaries of the Russian Empire, 
the Bolsheviks sought an “Achilles heel” in post-monar-
chical area. And here the “Armenian question” attracted 
their attention. Lenin decided to become a “successor” of 
the Romanovs in the resolution of the “Armenian ques-
tion” and thus expand his electorate, which was the weak 
link in the political life of the post-monarchical period of 
Russia. On December 29, 1917 the People’s Commissari-
at of Bolshevik Russia issued a decree “On Turkish Arme-
nia”. With this document, the Soviet government officially 
recognized the claims of Armenian separatists to Eastern 
Anatolia in the Ottoman Empire, based on the demagog-
ic slogan of “the right of nations to self-determination”, 

formulating it for the Armenians as “the right of Western 
Armenia to self-determination, up to full independence”. 
As a result, with the help of Stepan Shaumyan and his 
Gnchak-Dashnak campaign, Armenian separatists sub-
jected the Azerbaijani people to genocide. In the spring 
and summer of 1918, Dashnak gangs exterminated tens 
of thousands of Azerbaijanis in the Baku province alone. 
But Armenianism did not content itself to this.

Forming their statehood in a territory that was al-
ien to them, in the ancestral lands of Azerbaijan, the 
Dashnak government acted as a true aggressor. Pro-
claiming the Republic of Armenia in the territory of the 
Iravan province (ancestral lands of Azerbaijan - editor) 
and thus seizing 10,400 square kilometers of Azerbaijani 
lands, the Armenian side did not stop and made territorial 
claims to Karabakh land. Unable to realize their intelligible 
dream to form their own state in eastern Anatolia (the es-
sence of the “Armenian question” - editor), Armenianism, 
namely the Armenian Gregorian Church, Armenian polit-
ical parties set up in the late 19th century and the Arme-
nian lobby sought to exercise their centuries-old dream 
at the expense of Azerbaijani lands. And the prevailing 
socio-political situation in the region gave Armenianism 
some hope. In June 1918, under pressure from the Re-
public of Armenia and the Armenian lobby, the Armenian 
community of the Azerbaijani town of Shusha, speculat-
ing with the thesis on “the right of nations to self-deter-
mination”, put forward a demagogic slogan: “Merger of 
Nagorno-Karabakh with the Ararat Republic.”

Thus, with the efforts of Armenianism, the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh problem entered modern history, the essence of 
which was to falsify the history of Azerbaijan and the pur-
pose of which was to annex the lands of our country. 

Notes:

1.  Mkhitarists are an order of Armenian Catholics.
2.  Armenianism is a combination of the Armenian 

Gregorian Church, Armenian political parties and 
the Armenian lobby.

3.  Stepan Zoryan was an active member of Dashnakt-
sutyun and the “Eastern Bureau”. He was in charge 
of the appointment of party members to study in a 
military school in Bulgaria, teaching students of the 
school to make bombs. Zoryan was an intermediary 
between the “Eastern Bureau” and the Abagebich 

Mausoleum of the prominent Azerbaijani poet of the 18th 
century, M. P. Vagif, destroyed by Armenians 
in Karabakh
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Margmin organization of intimidation. In the fall 
of 1914, in order to implement their mythical idea, 
the “Armenian National Central Bureau”, which con-
trolled the organization of newly-formed chetnik 
militias, was established in Tiflis.
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Map of the so-called “Great Armenia” as circulated by Armenians


