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The hostilities in Nagorno-Karabakh and sur-
rounding districts of the Azerbaijan Republic in 
1988-1994 involved by various estimates from 

4,000 to 6,000 foreign citizens of Armenian origin 
from Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Russia, Ukraine, Greece, 
Bulgaria, USA and France. Most of them arrived in the 
conflict region with experience of participation in hos-
tilities and as members of illegal armed groups that had 
formed earlier and experienced hostilities. In accordance 
with the norms of Russian criminal law, all of them are 
persons guilty of committing a criminal offense, liabil-
ity for which is envisaged by Article 208 of the Russian 
Criminal Code “On the organization of an illegal armed 

formation or participation in it”. This type of criminal act 
is a form of terrorist crimes, which is why all fighting on 
the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, where the main part 
was played not by local natives of Armenian national-
ity from Nagorno-Karabakh or even Armenia (which in 
principle could meet the international legal principle of 
the right of peoples to self-determination), but by people 
from the diaspora, who had never been citizens of the 
Soviet Union and were citizens or nationals of third coun-
tries – all of the 1988-1994 Karabakh war - should be 
regarded as a terrorist war, the outbreak of which should 
be blamed on the political and organizational structures 
of transnational Armenian terrorism that had been under 
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the control of US intelligence since the beginning of the 
1980s. [1, p. 184]

However, not all the followers of transnational Arme-
nian terrorism arrived at the Karabakh war as ordinary 
soldiers or junior commanders of illegal armed groups. 
Some of them initially positioned themselves as orga-
nizers of an armed struggle against the USSR and then, 
against Azerbaijan. Previously, we talked about Monte 
Melkonian, who organized and led the mass dispatch of 
Armenian terrorists to the Soviet Transcaucasia from the 
Middle East in the late 1980s. In 1990, he arrived at the 
theater of war personally and immediately started setting 
up illegal armed formations from locals on the basis of 
the group of fighters known as “Patriotic Squad” he had 
brought with him.

In 1991, he was able to create the so-called “Mar-
tuni detachment”, which involved representatives of 
the Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh and 
was equipped by the hybrid principle: the command 
positions in it were held by foreigners experienced in 
fighting while ordinary fighters were local residents. This 
principle of staffing units was typical for the formation of 
“aboriginal troops” in the armed forces of major colonial 

powers of the 19th and 20th centuries - Britain, France and 
Russia. This is not surprising, since the same principle is 
used for staffing private military companies in the US 
nowadays, the experience of building and using which 
was developed during the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 
But unlike other commanders of Armenian illegal armed 
groups who fought in Nagorno-Karabakh, Melkonian al-
ways sought to give the grouping subordinate to him 
the nature of a military unit, and as a result he had not 
only reconnaissance-sabotage and infantry units, but 
also armored and artillery units, the formation, training 
and combat use of which was beyond the power of a 
person with the higher education of an orientalist and 
archaeologist, as he positioned himself for the general 
public. Monte Melkonian himself died on 12 June 1993 
in ordinary skirmishes with Azerbaijani military outposts 
and took the secret of his links with the secret services 
of the United States into the grave.

International terrorists M. Melkonian, K. Guzelian, G. 
Kahkejian, J. Sefilyan, in addition to forming their own 
military units, took part in the creation of Yerkrapah 
“volunteer” units formed from Armenians living in the 
Soviet Union, some of whom were natives of Georgia 
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and Russia. Not trying to promote and popularize the 
theme of Armenian separatism in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
below we present only a list of illegal armed groups with 
their numbers so that the reader can get an idea of   what 
scope Armenian nationalism and separatism based on 
the ideals of transnational Armenian terrorism acquired in 
the former Soviet Transcaucasia at the turn of the 1980s 
and 1990s:

• Tigran Mets, 380 fighters;
• Sasuntsi David, 500 fighters;
• Andanik Zoravar, 400 fighters;
• Vrezharuner, 200 fighters;
• Dashnaktsakanner, 200 fighters;
• Aydat, 200 fighters;
• Nart, 300 fighters;
• Mush, 300 fighters;
• Ashot Yerkat, 250 fighters;
• Malatia-Sebastia, 200 fighters;
• Parapants martikner, 300 fighters;
• Hrazdan Squad, 200 fighters;
• Black Panther, 150 fighters;
• Cobra, 100 fighters;
• Tseghakron, 150 fighters.
If we summarize the above data, it is easy to calculate 

that in the ranks of the Nagorno-Karabakh separatists, 
from 4,500 to 6,000 people, which is almost equal to the 
number of Armenian fighters arriving from abroad, took 
part in fighting throughout the six years of war. In other 
words, for one Armenian separatist, who was previ-
ously a citizen of the USSR, there was one foreigner, 
who arrived in the Caucasus to fight not for “Great 
Armenia” but against the Soviet Union. All this once 
again testifies in favor of our thesis that the Armenian 
nationalist movement, whatever political slogans it 

used as a cover, is imperialistic in its essence, because 
it seeks to conquer a living space everywhere and 
always and to capture resources to support the life of 
the Armenian ethnic group and cement it into a single 
nation of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

If the question of qualifying terrorist crimes connect-
ed with the organization of or participation of foreign citi-
zens of Armenian nationality in the 1988-1994 Karabakh 
war does not cause any serious doubts or obstacles, the 
situation surrounding the definition of the legal nature 
of crimes with signs of a terrorist act is not so clear. The 
thing is that in fighting conditions, similar criminal acts 
resulting in significant logistical damage - explosions, 
arson and so forth - are qualified in two ways - either as 
an act of terrorism or sabotage. The fundamental differ-
ence between them lies in the definition of objectives: In 
accordance with Article 205 of the Criminal Code of the 
Russian Federation, a terrorist act is committed in order 
to intimidate the population and destabilize the activi-
ties of the authorities or international organizations, or to 
influence their decisions, while sabotage, in accordance 
with Article 281 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration, is aimed at destroying or damaging enterprises, 
buildings, transport infrastructure facilities and vehicles, 
communications and facilities in order to undermine 
the economic security and defense of the country and 
therefore is not considered a terrorist crime. Identifica-
tion of this difference between the two crimes that are 
nearly identical according to the method of execution 
in specific historical conditions is not always possible, 
which leads to errors in their legal qualification during 
the investigation when an act of sabotage is mistaken 
for a terrorist act, and vice versa.

The interpretation of the events of the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict known to us has been affected by similar 
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mistakes. It should be borne in mind that the Armenian 
side never considered its actions to be terrorist activi-
ties, although they are terrorism in accordance with the 
criminal legislation of Russia and most other countries. 
The terrorist attacks and other terrorist crimes committed 
by the Armenian side during the war were recorded by 
the National Security Ministry of the Azerbaijan Republic, 
which published a list of criminal acts qualified in this way 
on its official website. [2] In view of the above reason, we 
do not agree that a number of crimes mentioned there, 
which should be qualified, in our opinion, as murders 
motivated by political, ideological, racial, ethnic or reli-
gious hatred or enmity or hatred or hostility in respect of 
a social group (Point L, Part 2, Article 105 of the Criminal 
Code) or as sabotage (Article 281 of the Criminal Code) 
should be attributed to terrorist acts. But even without 
this, the list of terrorist acts committed by Armenian 
separatists in Azerbaijan during the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict, which cause no doubt in their legal qualification, 
looks impressive:
• On 12 December 1988, an IL-76 aircraft carrying 77 

volunteers from Azerbaijan to help earthquake vic-
tims was shot down with a Stinger missile near the 
town of Spitak in Gugark District of Armenia;

• On 12 December 1988, an AN-24 aircraft of the Soviet 
Air Force was shot down with a Stinger missile near 
the town of Spitak, killing two crew members;

• On 16 September 1989, a passenger bus traveling 
from Tbilisi to Baku was blown up. 5 people were 
killed and 25 were injured;

• On 13 February 1990, a passenger bus traveling from 
Shusha to Baku was blown up on the 105th kilometer 
of the Yevlakh-Lachin highway. 13 people were in-
jured;

• On 24 March 1990, locomotive and 3 wagons were 
blown up on the 364th kilometer of the Norashen-
Baku railroad, 150 meters of railway tracks fell into 
disrepair;

• On 11 July 1990, a passenger bus carrying passengers 
from Terter to Kalbajar and a caravan of trucks carrying 
agricultural products were blown up. 8 people were 
killed and 23 were injured;

• On 10 August 1990, a LAZ passenger bus with the 
registration number 43-80 AGF was blown up on the 
Shamkir-Ganja road near the village of Nadel in Khan-
lar District, killing 17 and injuring 16 people;

• On 10 August 1990, a bus traveling from Tbilisi to Ag-
dam was blown up. 20 people were killed and 30 were 
injured;

• On 15 September 1990, the TV and radio center of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region was blown 
up in the city of Khankandi (Stepanakert) blown. 2 
people were injured;

• On 30 November 1990, a bus carrying employees of 
the Ministry of the Interior from Shusha to the Khank-
andi airport was blown up in the town of Aga Korpu 
in Asgaran District. 2 police officers were injured;

• On 14 March 1991, a bus traveling from Agdam to 
Shusha was blown up. 3 people were killed and 4 
were wounded;

• On 30 May 1991, the Moscow-Baku passenger train 
was blown up near the Khasavyurt station in Dages-
tan. 11 people were killed and 22 were wounded;

• On 31 June 1991, the Moscow-Baku passenger train 
was blown up near the Khasavyurt station in Dages-
tan. 16 people were killed and 20 were injured;

• On 8 September 1991, a bus traveling from Agdam 
to Garadagli was blown up. 6 people were killed and 
36 were injured;
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• On 20 November 1991, a MI-8 helicopter carrying 
members of an international peacekeeping mission 
was shot down near the village of Garakand in Kho-
javand District, killing 22 people;

• On 8 January 1992, the Sovetskaya Kalmykia (now 
Academician Topchubashov) ferry carrying passen-
gers from Krasnovodsk (Turkmenistan) to Baku was 
blown up, killing 25 and injuring 88 people;

• On 28 January 1992, a civilian helicopter carrying pas-
sengers from Agdam to Shusha was shot down near 
Shusha. 41 passengers and 3 crew members were 
killed;

• On 28 February 1993, the Kislovodsk-Baku passen-
ger train was blown up near the Gudermes station in 
Chechnya. 11 people were killed and 18 were injured;

• In June 1993, a passenger train standing on the siding 
of the Baku railway station was blown up. No one was 
killed or wounded;

• On 1 February 1994, the Kislovodsk-Baku train was 
blown up at the Baku railway station. 3 people were 
killed and 20 were injured;

• On 9 February 1994, a cargo wagon standing on the 
siding near the Khudat station was blown up;

• On 18 March 1994, a Lockheed C-130 Hercules plane 
of the Iranian Air Force was downed near Khankandi. 
34 people were killed;

• On 13 April 1994, the Moscow-Baku passenger train 
was blown up near the Dagestanskiye Ogni station 
in Dagestan, killing 3 people and injuring 3 others;

• On 3 July 1994, there was an explosion on the train 
between the 28 May and Ganjlik stations of the Baku 
metro. 13 people were killed and 42 were wounded.
Most of the above crimes, which we attributed to the 

category of terrorist acts, were committed far away from 
the region of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and there-
fore, could not pursue some military-technical and even 
more so, military-strategic objectives and contribute to 
the reduction of the combat capability of the Azerbaijan 
Republic and its armed forces. All these crimes, accord-
ing to the organizers, had to have a demoralizing 
psychological effect on the population and public-
political leadership of the country, which is the main 
criterion for qualifying them as terrorist attacks in 
this case.

As a rule, such criminal acts are investigated with great 
difficulty, and the investigating authorities are not always 
able to identify the perpetrators. However, in cases where 
a terrorist is unmasked and punished, the law enforce-
ment agencies have a real chance to reconstruct by anal-
ogy the techniques and methods used by the organizers 
of terrorist acts while preparing and implementing them. 
A source of such information for us is the sentence passed 
by the Military Court of the Azerbaijan Republic dated 22 
July 1994 on Russian citizen Igor Khatkovskiy, who was 
sentenced to 8 years in prison for committing a terrorist 
act at the Baku railway station on 2 June the year before. 
Subsequently, Khatkovskiy was involved as a witness in 
criminal proceedings against retired employees of the 
State Administration of National Security of the Republic 
of Armenia and the Federal Security Service of Russia, 
D. A. Oganesyan, A. A. Goloyan and B. V. Simonyan, who 
helped Armenian militants during the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict to gather intelligence and carry out sabotage and 
terrorist attacks, but were charged with illicit trafficking in 
firearms and explosives and illegal crossing of the state 
border of the Russian Federation, the sentence on whom 
was passed on 11 March 1996 by the Tambov garrison 
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military court [1, p. 356-391]. Another source in this issue 
is the verdict of the Judicial Board for Criminal Cases of 
the Supreme Court of the Azerbaijan Republic dated 29 
April 1998 on the case of A. S. Aslanov, who was charged 
with a terrorist attack on the Baku metro on 3 July 1994 
and convicted for the crime [1, p. 392-411].

As each sentence in a criminal case should contain 
as an act of judicial authority a detailed description of all 
stages of the preparation and commission of the crime, 
we have no need to do so directly in the text of this 
publication. Therefore, we will concentrate our efforts on 
identifying similarities in the preparation, planning and 
commission of these terrorist acts.

Firstly, the organizers of the two investigated and, 
therefore, all other terrorist acts committed on the terri-
tory of the Azerbaijan Republic through the territory of 
the Russian Federation in the 1990s were staff members 
of the security services of the Republic of Armenia, or to 
be more precise, the department of intelligence opera-
tions on enemy territory at the State Administration (later, 
Ministry) of National Security of the Republic of Armenia. 
This was done in spite of the fact that at that time the 
Alma-Ata Agreement of 1992 on the mutual renunciation 
by the special services of the CIS countries of the imple-
mentation of intelligence activities in each other’s terri-
tory came into legal force. Nevertheless, as we can see 
from the criminal cases against Khatkovskiy and Aslanov, 
employees of the department of intelligence operations 
in enemy territory at the State Administration of National 
Security of the Republic of Armenia recruited perpetra-
tors on the territory of Russia and used its territory for 
the purchase and transit of explosive substances used 
in the implementation of these terrorist acts. Thus, the 
Armenian special services, preparing and carrying 
out terrorist acts on the territory of not only the Azer-
baijan Republic, but also of the Russian Federation, 
violated the national legislation of the two countries 
and Armenia’s commitments on international legal 
agreements within the framework of the CIS.

Secondly, to hide the involvement of the intelligence 
personnel of the Republic of Armenia in the organization, 
planning and execution of terrorist acts in case these 
crimes were solved by the special services of Azerbaijan 
and Russia, persons who were neither ethnic Armenians 
nor Armenian citizens of other nationality were used 
as perpetrators of these criminal acts. Khatkovskiy and 
Aslanov were used not only as terrorists and perpetra-
tors, but also as sources of intelligence information of 
socio-political and military-technical nature, indications 

of which are contained in the texts of the judicial acts 
issued with respect to them, which proves once again 
that the intelligence services of Armenia violated the 
international-legal obligations of their country within 
the framework of the CIS.

Thirdly, the organizers of the crimes did not par-
ticularly count on the success of the perpetrators and 
did not consider their acts of terrorism significant from 
a military-political and military-strategic point of view. 
They counted on the psychological effect rather than 
material damage. If the criminal acts of Aslanov were suc-
cessful, this is explained by the fact that before being 
taken prisoner by the forces of the Armenian side of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, he had professional military 
knowledge and skills (Aslanov was the first captain of the 
Soviet and then Azerbaijani army), while the actions of 
Khatkovskiy were dilettante, goofy and ineffective and 
did not compensate the financial and material resources 
that had been invested in him. 

To be continued

Bibliography

1.	 Kuznetsov	O.	History	of	Transnational	Armenian	
Terrorism	in	the	XX	Century:	Historical	and	Crimi-
nological	Research	[История	транснационального	
армянского	терроризма	в	ХХ	столетии:	Историко-
криминологическое	исследование:	In	Russian]	/	
Oleg	Y.	Kuznetsov.	Baku:	West-East,	2015.

2.	 http://www.mns.gov.az/ru/pages/107.html

3(22), AUTUMN 2015

On 1 February 1994, Armenian terrorists blew up the 
railway station in Baku, killing 3 and wounding 20 people


