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The Moscow-Baku train blown up by Armenian terrorists 
in the territory of the Russian Federation near the city of 
Khasavyurt on 30 May 1991. 
11 people were killed and 22 were injured

The subject of the history of Armenian terrorism and 
national and religious extremism, which is insepa-
rably connected with it and has been the ethnic 

ideology of the Armenian people in their struggle for 
national statehood for a long time - at least, throughout 
the twentieth century, has never been a subject of study 
in the Russian scientific community. At the same time, 
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the phenomenon of “Armenian terrorism” has objectively 
existed for over a hundred years, and therefore, like any 
other phenomenon of social and political history, it can 
be a subject of scientific study. The main thing is to en-
sure that the study is free from partiality, ideological bias, 
political conditions and other similar attributes that turn 
a scientific work into an instrument of propaganda or 
a political technique for manipulating the mass public 
consciousness.

Transnational Armenian terrorism as a socio-
economic, socio-political and legal phenomenon 
originated in the late 19th century in the Ottoman 
Empire, from where it spilled over into the Russian 
Empire and the Balkan countries and then spread to 
Western Europe and North America. The first crimes 
of Armenian terrorism date back to the 1890s, so it has 
nothing to do with the theme of the notorious “Armenian 
genocide” in the Ottoman Empire in 1915, as well as their 
persecution in this country at an earlier or later time. It 
existed long before and in parallel with them, but noting 
this fact, we will not further dwell on its argumentation, 
because it is not related to our publication.

Any terrorism (including Armenian) is a complex and 
multifaceted phenomenon, which can be analyzed from 
different perspectives - political, ideological, economic, 
historical, criminological, psychological and cultural. One 
person, who by virtue of his imperfection has limited 
knowledge and methods of learning, is objectively un-
able to equally well study and analyze this phenomenon 
in all or even in several planes. He can describe quite com-
petently and in detail only one or at most two facets of 
this large-scale phenomenon, depending on the angle of 
view. Being clearly aware of our modest strength and op-
portunities (especially in access to reliable sources of infor-
mation) and without claiming to comprehensively cover 
the subject, we decided to consider Armenian terrorism in 
its historical and legal retrospect, basing our research on 
the methodology of historical and criminological science. 
Since the volume of the journal does not allow us to do 
so in relation to the more than 100 years of the history of 
Armenian terrorism, we decided to limit ourselves to one 
climax stage or apogee of its activity, which coincided 
with the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict of 1988-1994.

According to Russian criminal law, the 1988-1994 
Karabakh war is a terrorist war, because all its content 
is a collection and sequence of “terrorist crimes”. Among 
this category of offenses, the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation considers the following illegal acts: a 
terrorist act (art. 205), hostage-taking (art. 206), the or-

ganization of an illegal armed formation or membership 
therein (art. 208), hijacking of aircraft or water transport or 
train (art. 211), encroachment on the life of a statesman 
or public figure (art. 277), an armed rebellion (art. 279), 
public calls for extremist activity (art. 280), and an attack 
on persons or institutions that enjoy international pro-
tection (art. 360). During the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, 
almost all these types of crimes were committed with 
varying intensity and frequency, and the offense in the 
form of the organization of an illegal armed formation 
or membership therein was ubiquitous throughout the 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh. It gives us every right to 
claim that the Armenian side of the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict engaged in a confrontation with the 
forces of the Azerbaijan Republic mainly with the 
help of international terrorists and using terrorist 
means and methods.
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The Moscow-Baku train blown up by Armenian terrorists 
on 30 May 1991
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The main striking force of the Armenian side in this 
war was militants of transnational terrorist groups – the 
Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia 
(ASALA) and Justice Commandos against Armenian 
Genocide (JCAG), which fell under the operational con-
trol of US intelligence in the middle of the 1980s. The 
process of their transfer to serve the CIA is described in 
detail in our book “History of Transnational Armenian Ter-
rorism in the 20th Century: Historical and Criminological 
Research” [2], and therefore, in this publication we shall 
not dwell on the subject. We shall only note that this 
is a statement of contradictory substantial objections 
from our colleagues, which is why it may be considered 
reasonably justified. This means that in the historical per-
spective, the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict can be consid-
ered the first “hot front” of the geopolitical confrontation 
between East and West in the Cold War, the defeat in 
which led to the death of the Soviet Union, in the col-
lapse of which Armenian terrorism effectively played the 
role of a destructive tool.

The renowned American researcher of Armenian 
terrorism Francis P. Hyland, whom we consider, if not a 
career CIA agent, then at least a specially invited free-
lance expert of this intelligence agency, clearly stated 
in the book “Armenian terrorism: the past, the present, 
the prospects” published at the beginning of 1991 that 
in the short-term the main target of transnational Ar-
menian terrorism will be not the Republic of Turkey, as 
it was throughout the 1970s and 1980s, but the Soviet 
Union. In this regard, he said that the epicenter of the 
terrorist activity of Armenian nationalists will be the 
“Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan”, the Armenian 
population of which “united and rebelled in response 
to oppression by the Muslim majority”, [1, p. 87-88]. In 
fact, a year before the collapse of the Soviet Union (it is 
clear that Hyland finished writing his book in 1990), he 
pointed quite clearly to the main source of threats to the 
integrity of the country, designating it very specifically as 
“Armenian terrorism”.

In the final part of his book devoted to the prospects 
of the criminological phenomenon, Hyland no less clearly 
specified the circumstances that led to such a change of 
purpose and the forces behind the change of the vector 
of goal-setting. As the starting point of this transforma-
tion process, he named the split in the ranks of the Arme-
nian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia (ASALA), 
which occurred in the summer of 1983 and resulted in 
the “military wing” splitting off from this terrorist entity 
and forming on its human resources and organizational 
basis a new or significantly modernized multinational 
group of Armenian terrorists called “the Armenian Se-
cret Army for the Liberation of Armenia - Revolution-
ary Movement” (ASALA-RM). As mentioned above, the 
leader of the newly-formed structure was a citizen 
of the United States, the terrorist number 2 in the 
history of Armenian transnational terrorism in the 
20th century, Monte Melkonian, who was prematurely 
released a couple of months earlier from a French prison 
where he was serving a sentence for illegal possession 
of weapons and illegal crossing of the state border and 
was deported to Yemen.

Tbilisi-Baku passenger bus blown up by Armenian 
terrorists on 16 September 1989. 
Five people were killed and 25 were injured

Victims of the terrorist attack on the Krasnovodsk-Baku 
ferry on 8 January 1992. 
25 people were killed and 88 were injured

Karabakh
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In this connection, another circumstance is also quite 
remarkable: almost simultaneously with the emergence 
of ASALA-RM (to be more precise, four months before 
that) – in February 1983 – another Armenian terrorist 
organization “New Armenian Resistance” (NAR) ceased 
its terrorist activities (presumably as a result of dissolu-
tion). Three years later, in 1986, its example was followed 
by another Armenian terrorist group Justice Comman-
dos of the Armenian Genocide, which “competed” with 
ASALA for two decades, gained notoriety in 1970-1980, 
carried out rebranding in 1982 because of the actions 
of the Turkish security services and changed its name 
to the Armenian Revolutionary Army (ARA). It is obvi-
ous that members of Armenian terrorist groups, which 
ceased their terrorist activity and fell into lethargy or slid 
into a latent state, did not leave left their criminal busi-
ness (not least because it was the meaning of their lives) 
and joined the newly-formed ASALA-RM. The process of 
organizational-personnel consolidation in the structures 
of transnational Armenian terrorism and the accompany-
ing centralization of the management of all the terrorist 
activity of Armenians was finally completed in the spring 
of 1988, when the founder and long-time leader the Ar-
menian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia, Hagop 
Hagopian, who was going to fly to Belgrade and then 
(presumably) to the Soviet Union, was killed by unknown 
people in Athens.

The totality of the facts set out above and their logi-
cal and chronological and logical sequence allow us to 
make a definite conclusion that the secret services of the 
United States, first and foremost - the CIA – had sought to 
take control of the groups and activities of transnational 
Armenian terrorism since 1980, or maybe since 1977, 
when activists of the National United Party of Armenia 
committed a series of terrorist attacks in Moscow and at-
tempted to commit another series of terrorist attacks. To 
this end, their agent Monte Melkonian was introduced to 
the ASALA leadership. The level of his vocational educa-
tion and special training allowed him to quickly become 
a leader of the “military wing” of the organization, con-
centrate the planning and management of all “combat 
operations” (in fact, terrorist attacks) in his hands and then 
cause a split in the governing bodies and in the ranks of 
the Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Arme-
nia, withdraw the most active and ideologically trained 

members from it and form on their basis a new terrorist 
organization of Armenian nationalists under the familiar 
title of the “Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia - The Revolutionary Movement”.

The fundamental difference between the old ASALA 
and the newly-formed ASALA-RM was the goal-setting, - 
if for ASALA the main enemy was the official government 
and people of the Republic of Turkey, for ASALA-RM it 
was the Soviet Union and its citizens. Thus, in the mid-
1980s, Armenian transnational terrorism found itself 
at the disposal of American imperialism as a result of 
a special operation that was brilliantly planned and 
carried out, becoming a new and, as it turned out 
later, a very effective instrument of confrontation 
with the USSR during the Cold War.

In the context of the statements we made, the trend 
of change in the attitude of transnational Armenian ter-
rorism and its leadership to the Soviet Union and the 
Armenian SSR, which was part of it, looks very notable. 
According to Francis Hyland, whom we have repeatedly 
mentioned, at one of his press conferences in 1978, the 
leader of the Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation 
of Armenia, Hagop Hagopian, called the USSR a friendly 
country, and in 1982 ASALA militants (presumably on 
orders from the Soviet KGB) in Italy attacked temporary 

The Tbilisi-Agdam passenger bus blown up by Armenian 
terrorists on 10 August 1990.

20 people were killed and 30 were injured
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accommodation centers of ethnic Armenians from the 
countries of Southeast Europe, who were moving to take 
up permanent residence in California at the invitation of 
the US government [1, p. 48, 61] (even if there was no 
“order” by the Soviet secret services for the attack, it is 
entirely consistent with the concept of countering the 
immigration policy of United States in this matter, which 
suggests the loyal attitude of ASALA leader Hagop Hago-
pian to the Soviet Union and its party-political leadership).

The only structure of transnational Armenian ter-
rorism, which allowed itself to launch two attacks on 
commercial infrastructure facilities owned by the Soviet 
Union, was the organization “New Armenian Resistance”, 
which bombed the ticket office of Aeroflot and the in-
formation center of the trade mission of the USSR in 
Brussels in 1980, which West European experts linked to 
the 1979 execution of three Armenian terrorists from the 
National United Party of Armenia, who carried out three 
explosions in the center of Moscow two years earlier, one 
of which was carried out in a Moscow subway car. We 
believe that the attacks on Soviet installations were acts 
of revenge for the criminal repression against Armenian 
nationalists in the USSR, they carried an element of prov-
ocation or reconnaissance to test the response not of the 
political leadership and intelligence services of the Soviet 
Union, but of the socially active public of the Armenian 
SSR to such criminal actions of their foreign co-religionists 
and fellow compatriots. As we know, the reaction was 
indifferent or even latently sympathetic, which allowed 

analysts from NATO intelligence agencies to conclude 
that nationalism and religious messianism that are im-
manent in Armenians are more significant and dominant 
for citizens of the Armenian SSR than the ideology of 
“proletarian internationalism” artificially imposed on them 
by the Party-Soviet leadership of the USSR, and therefore 
terrorist groups of the Armenian diaspora (“spyurk”) may 
be able to find allies among Soviet citizens of Armenian 
nationality during the practical implementation of the 
plans for the collapse of the Soviet Union from within 
by provoking ethnic conflicts. The epicenter of destruc-
tive processes was Nagorno-Karabakh, in the territory of 
which, beginning from 1988, the first terrorist war in the 
history of human civilization started.

According to Hyland, the final point of the process of 
transformation of transnational Armenian terrorism into 
an anti-Soviet instrument of the Cold War was the 11 
August 1988 deportation from Yerevan to Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia) of the foremost ideologist of Armenian nation-
alism in the Soviet Union, Paruyr Hayrikyan [1, p. 88], for 
whom dissidents, who had previously emigrated from 
the Soviet Union, had created a favorable reputation 
in the Middle East, which was home to the bulk of the 
Armenian diaspora in the 1970s and 1980s and was a 
breeding ground for nurturing Armenian terrorists. We 
do not have sufficient evidence to suggest that all the 
above facts and events are links of the same chain of 
pre-developed and consistently implemented plan of 
US intelligence services, which were actively promoted 

Tbilisi-Agdam passenger bus blown up on 10 August 1990
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by their counterparts from the KGB of the Armenian SSR, 
but the coincidence of a number of events in time sug-
gests with a high degree of probability that there was a 
correlation between them.

The Armenian-Azerbaijani war in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh was the first terrorist war that US intelligence 
agencies launched against the Soviet Union at the 
expense of the Armenian diaspora and at the hands 
of Armenian nationalists (both from the Armenian 
diaspora or spyurk, as well as those living in the ter-
ritory of the USSR). The active participation of structures 
of transnational Armenian terrorism in it is confirmed 
by the participation in this conflict of Armenian militant 
detachments fully staffed by ethnic Armenians who were 
citizens of foreign countries. And the formation and train-
ing of these combat units equally involved both of the 
major political organizations of the Armenian diaspora - 
and the Armenian Revolutionary Federation Dashnaktsu-
tyun and the Armenian Social-Democratic Party Hnchak, 
armed units of which, although they interacted with each 
other on the battlefield, were in a state of permanent 
antagonism in between the terrorist attacks.

The names or operating titles of illegal armed groups, 
which were made up of foreign nationals of Armenian 
origin and operated in Nagorno-Karabakh first against 
units of the Interior Ministry troops of the USSR and then 
against the police and newly-formed voluntary armed 
forces of the Azerbaijan Republic, are well known.

For example, the Armenian Social-Democratic Par-
ty Hnchak created the group Menz Murad from its 
members, natives of Lebanon and Syria. It was named 
so in honor of one of the leaders of the so-called “Arme-
nian Haiduk movement” of the late 19th century in the 
Ottoman Empire, Hambartsum Boyadjian, known by the 
nickname “Murad Menz” or “Great Murad”. The founder 
and undisputed leader of this unit throughout the war 
in Nagorno-Karabakh was Lebanese citizen Khevork Gu-
zelian, a former ASALA militant, who joined ASALA-RM 
after Monte Melkonian. Among the Armenian separatists 
of Nagorno-Karabakh the Menz Murad group had the 
high-sounding name of a “battalion”, although the num-
ber of its members did not exceed 40-60 fighters who 
were armed with automatic weapons, heavy machine 
guns and 88-mm mortars [3, p. 96, 189]. This illegal armed 
formation engaged in fighting in the Mardakert direction, 
and its combat, sanitary and non-combat losses were 
compensated by Yerkrapah volunteers from Armenia and 
the Middle East. In total, up to 200 foreign citizens and 50 
citizens of Armenia went through the Menz Murad group.

Considered the most efficient detachment of the 
Armenian separatists of Nagorno-Karabakh, the de-
tachment (“battalion”) Arabo, which got its name in 
memory of yet another Armenian Haiduk of the late 
19th century in the eastern provinces of Asian Turkey, 
Arakel alias Arabo, was formed in 1989 in Yerevan 
on the initiative of the Dashnaktsutyun party from 
among its members who were nationals of Syria and 
Lebanon and acquired combat experience while partici-
pating in the Lebanese civil war of 1975-1990. The per-
manent commander of the detachment was Lebanese 
citizen Manvel Egyazaryan. The detachment specialized 
in reconnaissance and sabotage actions, was armed with 
automatic weapons, heavy machine guns and 88-mm 
mortars, as well as cars and light armored vehicles. Arabo 
gained its fame for its participation in the mass murder of 
civilians in the town of Khojali in Nagorno-Karabakh on 
the night of 25 to 26 February 1992, when 613 women, 
children and old people were killed. The original number 
of fighters of this illegal armed group did not exceed 250 
people and declined to 180-200 people during fighting 
in Shaumyan and Martuni regions of Azerbaijan in spring 
1992. On 28 June 1992, the Arabo detachment was sur-
rounded by units of the National Army of Azerbaijan 
near the town of Asgaran and was almost completely 
destroyed: 166 terrorists were killed while the command 
led by Egyazaryan fled the battlefield (later Egyazaryan 
was killed under unclear circumstances. He may have 
been secretly executed).

Another group of followers of transnational Armenian 
terrorism in the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh during the 
active phase of the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict was the 
group “The Crusaders” (or “White Crusaders”), which 
was formed in 1989 in Armenia by a native of the 
Syrian city of Aleppo, US citizen Kharo Kakhkegyan, 

Under construction materials, rockets and explosives were 
transported from Yerevan to terrorists in Karabakh
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who previously served in the Special Operations Forces 
(“Green Berets”) of the US Army for 10 years and was bet-
ter known by the nickname “Spitak Arch” (“White Bear”). 
The unit specialized in reconnaissance and sabotage 
activities in the territory of the enemy, was armed with 
heavy and light automatic weapons, was the most ac-
tive in the spring and summer of 1992 in the fighting 
near Martuni, Hadrut, Mardakert, Lachin and Kalbajar 
[3, p. 168]. On 26 June 1993, the Crusaders suffered ir-
reparable losses in fighting near the village of Magauz in 
Mardakert and were disbanded (Kharo Kakhkegyan was 
killed in the same battle).

Another unit in the armed forces of the Armenian 
separatists of Nagorno-Karabakh, comprised of repre-
sentatives of the Armenian diaspora, was the so-called 
“Shushi special purpose battalion”, whose command-
er was a native of Beirut (Lebanon), Girayr Sefilian, 
nicknamed “Giro”. In the 1980s, he actively participated 
in hostilities as a member of the militia of the Bourj Ham-
moud Armenian Quarter in Beirut during the Lebanese 
civil war, was an active member of the Lebanese organi-
zation of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation Dash-
naktsutyun, trained and then worked as an instructor at 
training camps of ASALA and then, ASALA-RM located in 
the Beqaa Valley near the Syrian-Israeli border. In 1990, he 
and Monte Melkonian as an instructor for reconnaissance 
and sabotage activities arrived in Armenia to take part in 
the formation of Yerkrapah volunteer units of Armenian 
citizens to participate in hostilities in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
In the early spring of 1992, Sefilian formed a separate 
assault unit mainly from foreign military mercenaries of 
Armenian origin who survived after Azerbaijani troops 
defeated their combat units (in particular, Arabo) to par-
ticipate in the seizure of Shusha, which was carried out 

on 8-9 May 1992 as a result of Operation Wedding in the 
Mountains. Unlike most foreigners of Armenian origin, 
who took an active part in the 1988-1994 Karabakh war, 
Sefilian was not killed on the battlefield and integrated 
into the political mainstream of Armenia as a lieutenant 
colonel after demobilization, becoming one of the ac-
tive participants in the political life of the country and 
joining the opposition to the current political leadership. 
At the same time, he did not forget his terrorist man-
ners. In 2006, he tried to organize an armed rebellion 
and was arrested for that on 10 December along with 
his companion-in-arms Vardan Malkhasyan on charges 
of public appeals to violent change of the constitutional 
order and sentenced to eighteen months in prison for 
illegal possession of weapons. 

To be continued
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