
4 www.irs-az.com

Sport



www.irs-az.com 5

SPORTS
IN  THE  EYES  OF 

AZERBAIJANI 
PAINTERS

Khadija ASADOVA, 
PhD in Arts

Khalida Safarova. Racing on kayaks.
1970s, canvas, oil

2(21), SUMMER 2015



6 www.irs-az.com

Scenes of wrestling and contests, and from the 
early 20th century, the subject of sports developed 
in a more modern and professional way in Azer-

baijani painting art and turned into a great tradition. 
Olympic games that existed in ancient Greece back in 
antique times and the chovkan game that developed 
in the East in the Middle Ages, scenes of hunting and 
sports contests are engraved in frescos, ceramic and 
china utensils, as well as in miniature works and sculp-
ture compositions. Thus, the plastics and appearance of 
sports have been the focus of painters throughout his-
tory, have been highly valued and have represented the 
ideas of beauty and perfection of time.

With their active position, spiritual comfort and phys-
ical health, sports have been a lifestyle and active way of 
life common among all strata of society and turned into 
an aesthetic reflection of physical training on our paint-
ing. In our national art, all sports have been in the center 
of attention of painters and have been depicted in dif-
ferent ways. Thus, more individual and serial paintings 
on the subject of sports, which has been the main cen-
ter of attention since the 1920s, have appeared in Azer-
baijan. This subject was addressed by Alakbar Rzaguli-

yev, Khalida Safarova, Hasanaga Mustafayev, Hafiz Mam-
madov, Altay Hajiyev, Sara Manafova, Mahmud Tagiyev, 
Togrul Narimanbayov and others in their works with the 
richness of the emotional palette, nature of characters 
and difference of forms and styles in the compositional 
solution. The fate of the sportsman, epic legends and 
laconism reflected in these paintings – all these are a 
meaningful, image-bearing and plastic world created 
by the painter with excitement and emotions.

The works kept in the rich collection of the Azerbai-
jani National Arts Museum, which is a great repository of 
our national heritage, are graphic examples of paintings 
on the subject of sports.

Among our women painters in this spirit, the speci-
ficity of the works of the people’s painter of Azerbai-
jan, Khalida Safarova, stands out for its attachment to 
our national roots. National colors and the national 
spirit enliven the works created by the painter. There 
is a tendency to return to the subject of sports all the 
time, but there is a new look, a new structure, a new 
image and different plots every time one returns to it. 
Khalida Safarova draws attention to the theme of the 
chovgan contest, which formed in the middle of the 
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first millennium A.D., was common in Central Asia, Iran, 
Turkey, Iraq and neighboring countries and is the most 
ancient team game of Azerbaijan. In order to create the 
work “Chovkan”, the author works on various sketches. 
This is the favorite theme of the painter to which she 
repeatedly returns during her career. Sometimes the 
outlines and traits help create tough and hefty men on 
horseback, while another work called “Chovkan players” 
creates an interesting landscape with bridled horses, 
three young men competing on horseback in the back-
ground and three teenagers in national costume talking 
in the foreground.

National colors can be sensed even in the appear-
ance and clothes of characters. The painter’s individual 
attitude to each of the works on the subject of chovkan 
can be sensed. In the work “Chovkan”, which was painted 
on paper with mixed techniques, this game is present-
ed as a sport. 1960 can be regarded as especially mem-
orable for Khalida Safarova. The serious subjects, which 
Khalida Safarova included in the works she submitted 
to exhibitions on the subject of “Physical training and 

Khalida Safarova. Cyclist.
1970s, sketch, cardboard, mixed technique

Khalida Safarova. Cyclist. 1969, canvas, oil
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sports” held in the republic in 1961, 1962 and 1964 and 
in Moscow in 1963 are successes achieved as a result of 
a great creative quest. Along with being serious, these 
subjects were also very topical for their time. The sub-
ject raised here was Soviet sports, which were regarded 
as one of the greatest achievements of that time. The 
subject put forward at the time turns into Khalida’s way 
of life: healthy spirit, healthy body, balance in everything 
and the image-bearing, laconic and symmetric position 
of every little thing within one framework.

Hafiz Mammadov. Summer Day. 1967, canvas, oil

Khalida Safarova. Gymnast.
1970, cardboard, mixed technique

Khalida Safarova. Grass Hockey. 1979, cardboard, watercolor
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The works “Boats” (1960) and “In the Sea” created with 
watercolors, the “Cycling Tour” (1963), “Yachts” (1964), 
“Practice” (1966), “Contestant” (1967) and “Sails” created 
with oil and other works stand out for their great vol-
ume, dynamic images and effective presentation.

In her career, Khalida Safarova gave a lot of promi-
nence to sports. The successful artistic result of each of 
these works is obvious. The images of sportsmen, which 
the painter created on canvas, are people engaged in 
various types of physical training. They are characters 
of works created with oil on cardboards such as “Foot-
baller” (1959), “Cyclist” (1960), “Before the Start” (1966), 

“Preparing for training” (1966), “Gymnasts” (1970) and 
works such as “Gold Sand” (1979), “Roadside” (1979) cre-
ated on canvas, works created on cardboard and mixed 
techniques “Leap” (1972), “Grass Hockey” (1970) and 
“Wrestling”, works created on paper and with mixed 
techniques “Basketball” (1970) and other various works. 
Athletes who are sometimes merry and healthy and 
sometimes tense and nervous do their job with pa-
tience, but catching one position, even if for a moment, 
and putting tense muscles on canvas with great accu-
racy and without losing details proves the keen vision 
and professionalism of a painter.

Khalida Safarova. Fencing. 1970, cardboard, mixed technique
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The people’s artist and painter Hafiz Mammadov 
depicts the interest in a special sport – chess, which 
requires intellect, in his work “Summer Day”. This work, 
which was created with oil on canvas in 1967, was made 
very elegantly. The painter, who depicted his daugh-
ter Latafat and son Firuz on his pileless “kilim” carpet, 
showed how two teenagers, his children, spend their 
time and a game of interest to the youth of the time.

The work “Wrestling” created by the honorable paint-
er of Azerbaijan, Alakbar Rzaguliyev, with oil on canvas 
in 1927 was painted on national grounds. The work is of 
great importance from an ethnographic point of view. 
In this contest, fans are ordinary people. In order to en-
sure that the wrestling match is more interesting, the 
pahlavans are accompanied by two musicians playing 
the drum, a percussion instrument, and the zurna, a 
wind instrument. The hat made of sheep’s skin on the 
heads, their clothes and other things show that these 
people belong to a relative past. And they spent their 
time with great pleasure watching interesting things 
like wrestling and practices.

One of the themes addressed by the people’s paint-
er of Azerbaijan, Togrul Narimanbayov, was sports. The 

work “Factory Stadium” created with oil on canvas in 
1958 depicts in bright colors young men playing foot-
ball on a large site. It was a sunny day, and these players, 
who were completely fit from a physical point of view, 
were practicing at a renovated stadium at the produc-
tion area where even mist can be seen. Who are they? 
The interest and love of these young people for sports is 
endless. Each of them is completely fit, and these images 
are a graphic example of young people’s love for sports.

The sketch “At the Stadium. Football” by the honor-
able painter of Azerbaijan, Mahmud Tagiyev, was cre-
ated in 1957 on canvas with oil. Although this sketch 
was similar to Togrul Narimanbayov’s work “Factory Sta-
dium” in terms of its idea, the difference between them 
can also be felt. In this sketch, the painter puts an em-
phasis on the professional stadium, footballers, coaches 
and fans. The second sketch “Footballer” by the author is 
also dedicated to the same sport. The sketch is painted 
in the realistic genre. The serious face, body structure, 
movements and plastics of one footballer are painted 
very accurately. Tension can be felt in this player. The 
unity between his inner mood and the manner of the 
sketch is very dynamic. 

Khalida Safarova. Footballer. 1959, cardboard, oil Mahmud Tagiyev. Footballer. 1959, cardboard, oil
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Togrul Narimanbayov. Factory Stadium. 1958, canvas, oil

Mahmud Tagiyev. At the Stadium. Football. Etude. 1957, cardboard, oil
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Sports are a very topical subject of our time. The uni-
versal interest in sports has not abated. On the contrary, 
it has caused sports to become an integral part of life 
and lifestyle. I am sure that the equal development of 
sports with other important parallels existing in life and 
the interest in it will help create many more works with 
its inextinguishable flames. 
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