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From the past

In the first year of the Azerbaijan Democratic Repub-
lic – on November 3 [18], 1918, the Araz-Turkic Re-
public was established to protect the Nakhchivan 

region and surrounding areas from occupation by the 
Armenian Dashnaks. A. Madatev, A. Aliyev, A. Hajiyev, I. 
Musayev, Sh. Tagiyeva, N. Nasibzadeh, T. Azizov, S. Sadi-
gov, N. Mustafa, I. Atnur, A. Gokdemir, E. Madatli, H. Ja-
farov, A. Abbasoglu, N. Aliyev, Z. Ajar and others wrote 
monographs, books and articles about the history and 
activity of the republic. In particular, among research-
ers, we should note the studies of A. Hajiyev and I. 
Musayev. Hajiyev’s book studies the history of the Kars 
(Southwest Caucasus Democratic Republic) and Araz-
Turkic Republics and the resistance of these republics 
against Armenian aggression on the basis of numer-
ous new archival materials. However, the book includes 
facts and phenomena that do not comply with the his-
torical truth and touches upon issues that are beyond 
the history of these republics. Prof. Musayev’s studies, 
especially his article on the history of the Araz-Turkic Re-
public [19] clarify the emergence, fall, territory, center, 
state and government bodies of the republic and other 
issues. Along with that, there are still different opinions 
on the history and activities of the Araz-Turkic Republic, 
and there is a need to clarify them.

As we have already noted, the history of the Araz-
Turkic Republic is “one of the most important and su-
perficially studied scientific problems” in Azerbaijani his-
toriography [19, p. 107]. The foundation, activity and fall 
of this republic is related to the socio-political situation 
of the Nakhchivan region in 1918-1919.

First of all, it is necessary to clarify when, where 
and why the Araz-Turkic Republic was established. It is 
known that since the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic 
was faced with difficult internal and external factors in 
its first year, it was unable to pay any attention to the 
Nakhchivan region. Taking advantage of this, Armenian 
armed forces made numerous raids on the region, kept 
the population in fear and panic and subjected them to 
genocide, and tried to cleanse Nakhchivan from Azer-
baijanis and incorporate it into “Greater Armenia.” Along 
with that, the local people fought bravely and gave a 
worthy response to the Armenian butchers. Neverthe-
less, in order to prevent the Armenian atrocities, “at the 
end of May 1918, the population of the Nakhchivan and 
Sharur-Daralayaz districts sent a special delegation to 
Mehmet Vehib Pasha led by Karim Khan Iravanli” [16, p. 
49] and asked for military assistance to the Nakhchivan 
region. The Turkish troops who came to Nakhchivan 
forced the Dashnak bandit detachments out of the dis-
trict with the help of local volunteer brigades.

The Ottoman Empire, defeated in the First World 
War, had to leave Azerbaijan and the entire Caucasus 
in accordance with Articles 11 and 15 of the Treaty of 
Mudros (October 30, 1918) and retreat to the pre-war 
borders [23, p. 372]. As Nuru Pasha withdrew troops 
from Azerbaijan, Kazim Karabekir Pasha and his head-
quarters left Nakhchivan for Kars by train in November 
1918. Having heard the terms of the Treaty of Mudros, 
Pasha was very sorry and said, “As we retreat to the 1914 
borders from these regions where the Turkish-Muslim 
population was rescued from 40-year oppression six 
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months ago and received heavy wounds from Arme-
nian aggression, they will be subjected to Armenian 
suppression again. We must come up with solutions 
and take action ...” [16, p. 50].

Describing the historical situation in which the Araz-
Turkic Republic was established, we should especially 
note the threat to the fate of the territory and inhabit-
ants of Nakhchivan in connection with the withdrawal 
of the Turkish troops from the region, because in a situ-
ation where the Turkish military units pulled out of the 
region and the Azerbaijani population did not have a 
powerful state and regular military forces to protect 
themselves and their lands, the policies and activity 
of the Armenians could have had dire consequences. 
Under these circumstances, the leaders of the region’s 
Muslim-Turkic population were forced to create a local 
political-state union [18, p. 68].

The Araz-Turkic Republic was created to ensure the 
security of the region and prevent Armenian occupa-
tion. The history and place of the Araz-Turkic Republic is 
disputable in historical research. According to A. Aliyev, 
this republic was established in July-August of 1918, ac-
cording to G. Madatov, L. Huseynzadeh and S. Sadigov, 

before the Turkish troops left Nakhchivan, in A. Hajiyev’s 
opinion, at the end of November 1918, and accord-
ing to T. Azizov, in November 1918. Some authors (N. 
Mustafa, A. Gokdemir, Z. Ajar, etc.) date the history of 
the Araz-Turkic Republic to November 3. After analyzing 
some of these facts, Prof. Musayev did not specify the 
exact date and said that “this happened approximately 
in November 1918 when Turkish troops left Azerbaijan, 
including Nakhchivan” [19, p. 112]. It can be dated to 
the period from November 3 to 18. November 18 was 
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mentioned by I. Atnur [25, p. 96]. Nazim Mustafa writes 
in his article titled “Hero of the National Struggle - Ibra-
him bey Jahangiroglu”: “Since according to the Mudros 
agreement signed on October 30, 1918, the Turkish 
army was forced to retreat to the borders of 1914 and 
thus the Armenians threatened to occupy these terri-
tories, representatives of the territory from Ordubad to 
Surmali gathered in Gamarli settlement on November 3 
and decided to set up an Araz-Turkic government” [20].

Ahmet Gokdemir writes: “Representatives of the 
Turkic-Islamic population of the region gathered in the 
village of Kamerli (Gamarli) and set up a great council. 
Representatives from the south of Ravan, Sharur, Echmi-
adzin and Surmali led by Nakhchivan gathered here. Af-
ter discussions, a decision was made to set up a govern-
ment. The government consisted of six members and 
one government head. On November 3, 1918, the Araz-
Turkic government was established with the center in 
Igdir” [25, pp. 45-46]. The author writes in his note that 
the government had a declaration there and the ap-
peal to Rushdu bey is dated November 3, 1918. There-
fore, the Araz-Turkic Republic was established on this 
date. This idea is also confirmed by Ziya Zakir Ajar [23, p. 

374]. In our view, if we take the studies of these authors, 
some logical considerations and the analysis of histori-
cal events as a basis, we can confirm that the Araz-Turkic 
Republic was founded on November 3, 1918.

Nakhchivan and Sharur Muslims initiated the cre-
ation of the Araz-Turkic Republic and, according to 
their proposal, Ordubad residents also joined this po-
litical event. The chairman of the Ordubad National 
Committee, M. Seyidzadeh, links the Ordubad popula-
tion’s support for this initiative with the following fac-
tors: “The closure of roads to Tiflis and Ganja; stopping 
the delivery of food and aid to the city in connection 
with the Turks’ departure from Ordubad and, therefore, 
the dissolution of a 500-strong detachment and keep-
ing only one company; the organizational weakness of 
the shortcomings and uncertainly about who should 
be obeyed and who should issue instructions; such 
a situation facing Muslims of the Nakhchivan district 
and Sharur and our decision to create a Muslim - Araz 
state; loss of links with Ganja and the wish of the Araz 
government to get closer to the ADR government [2, 
1919, 14 January] and so on.

As we can see, the possible occupation of the 
Nakhchivan region by Armenia after the departure of 
the Ottoman troops from Azerbaijan and the threat 
that the Armenians would be able to establish their 
own government here resulted in the local population 
declaring their temporary independence by creating 
the Araz Republic.

There are also many opinions about the center of 
this republic. Studies show that the center of the Araz-
Turkic Republic was Nakhchivan, Kars, Igdir, Gamarli and 
other cities. The Declaration of Establishment says Igdir. 
I. Atnur writes that although the center was officially Ig-
dir, no meetings were held here. The government was 
proclaimed and all actions were held in Gamarli [24, p. 
98]. Although N. Mustafa mentions Igdir in an article, 
he later changed his mind and wrote that Gamarli was 
mentioned in his aforesaid article [20]. A. Gokdemir 
notes that the Araz-Turkic government was established 
with its centre in Igdir [25, p. 46]. Z. Ajar also said that 
the center was Igdir [23, p. 375]. A. Hajiyev, L. Huseyn-
zadeh, I. Musayev and others wrote that the city of Na-
khchivan was the center of the Araz-Turkic Republic. T. 
Azizov, Sh. Tagiyeva and N. Nasibzadeh write that the 
center was originally Gamarli and was later transferred 
to Nakhchivan in connection with the attack of Arme-
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nian regular units [12, p. 194]. Since the territory of Kars 
was not part of the Araz-Turkic Republic, its center could 
not be located in Kars. In his book “The Aras is a witness”, 
L. Huseynzadeh writes about the events in Nakhchivan: 
“It was the last days of October. Many people gathered 
in front of the house of Rahim Khan, the last residence 
of Kazim Karabekir Pasha ... Here the future fate of Na-
khchivan - the status of statehood was discussed. At 
this meeting, Kazim Karabekir Pasha said: ‘It is important 
and necessary to establish a government here to ensure 
the future fate of Nakhchivan. You, Nakhchivanis, have 
already written glorious pages in the history of the na-
tional liberation struggle. You have statehood and digni-
ty. You have earned this right by defeating the enemy in 
battlefields. A republic must be established at the door 
of the East in Nakhchivan’ [15, p. 46].” Here we are talking 
about the establishment of the Araz-Turkic government 
in Nakhchivan. We must note that L. Huseynzadeh was 
a living witness of those events.

Just like the center of the Araz-Turkic Republic, there 
are different views on its territory. General Veysel Un-
uvar wrote that “the Araz-Turkic government covered 
the area from Ordubad to Gernibasar (Gamarli – I. H.), 
between the mountains and the Aras River” [13, p. 16]. 
According to N. Mustafayev, the territory of this republic 
included the lands from Ordubad to Surmali [20]. The 
opinions of I. Musayev and A. Hajiyev coincide. However, 
A. Hajiyev spelt Gamarli as Kamarli [27, p. 47]. Thus, the 
borders of the Araz-Turkic Republic included Nakhchi-
van, Sharur-Daralayaz districts, Ordubad district, as well 
as Sardarabad, Ulukhanli, Vedibasar, Gamarli, Mehri and 
other territories [8, v. 9-9; 19, p. 112]. Its area was 8,696 
sq. km [22, p. 33] with more than a million inhabitants.

With the establishment of the Araz-Turkic Republic, 
a number of state and administrative bodies were cre-
ated. The government of the Araz-Turkic Republic con-
sisted of a chairman and six members. The head of the 
government was Amir bay Narimanbayov [15, p. 46; 17, 
pp. 105-108]. In the Declaration of Establishment of the 
Araz-Turkic government, Amir bay’s title was cited as 
“the first dictator”. In his diary “Our Bloody Days”, M. B. Ali-
yev wrote the surname of Amir bay, who was termed “a 
military dictator”, as Narimanbayov in several places. In 
his memoirs, Ibrahim bay Jahangiroglu called the head 
of the Araz-Turkic government “Amir bay Vazirov”. In 
Gokdemir’s book [23, p.46, 49], the head of government 
was called Amir bay Akbarzadeh. In his monograph, I. 
Atnur [25, p. 97] says that Amir bay’s surname was Zi-
manbayzadeh and Z. Ajar calls him Zamanbayzadeh 

[22, p.375]. In the article we mentioned, Nazim Mustafa 
says that “the head of government was Amir bay Akbar-
zadeh of Nakhchivan”. I. Musayev says that the chairman 
of the government of the Araz Republic was Amir bay 
Akbarzadeh [19, p.116]. L. Huseynzadeh, a participant 
in the events of the 1920s, wrote that “Amir bay Nari-
manbayov was elected the first head of government” 
[15, p. 46]. As we can see, Amir bay’s surname was used 
by authors in various forms. Based on the views of Mirza 
Bagir Aliyev, secretary of the Muslim National Council, 
and Latif Huseynzadeh, Amir bay’s surname was Nari-
manbayov. The new materials we have obtained prove 
that Amir bay’s last name was Narimanbayov. Amir bay 
was born in Shusha in 1871, graduated from Kharkov 
University’s law faculty and worked in a number of state 
offices. He was one of the Narimanbayovs, one of the 
greatest families of Karabakh. His grandfather and his 
father were Narimanbays [11, p. 72-77]. His surname is 
derived from this. Famous artists Vidadi and Togrul Nari-
manbayovs are grandsons of Amir bay [11, p.74-75].

The following ministries were established in the Araz-
Turkic government: Military (Ibrahim bay Jahangiroglu), 
Administrative (Bagir bay Rzazadeh), Finances (Gan-
bar Ali bay (Ganbarali bay) Bananiyarli), Justice (Mam-
mad Beyzadeh), Foreign Affairs (Hasanaga Shafizadeh), 
Sheikhulislam (Mirzahuseyn Mirza Hasanzadeh and Lu-
tfi Khoja Ekid Afandi), Honorary Member and Chief of 
Staff (General Ali Ashraf bay) [25, p. 46-49; 26, p. 98-99].

The chairman of the Council of Ministers, Amir bay 
Narimanbayov, was regarded as a very capable, patriotic 
and nationalist personality among the region’s popula-
tion and political circles [21, p. 32]. Halil bey, the perma-
nent military adviser of the Ottoman state in the Araz-
Turkic Republic, Kalbali khan, Jafargulu khan, Abbasgulu 
Khan and others were closely involved in the activities 
of the republic.

A number of state and administrative bodies were 
organized in the Araz-Turkic Republic. The parliament 
of the Araz-Turkic Republic was established, but could 
not expand its activities [29, p. 55]. According to the 
Law on the Establishment of the Parliament of the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic, it was planned to elect 
three MPs from Nakhchivan, Sharur and Ordubad [21, 
p. 32]. The official representative of the Araz-Turkic Re-
public, Pasha Aliyev, also participated in the opening of 
the parliament of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic 
[14, p. 50]. The establishment of the parliament of the 
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic was welcomed by the 
Turkic-Muslim population of the Araz-Turkish Republic. 
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A telegram of congratulations was sent to the Azerbai-
jani parliament by Ordubad Authorized Commissioner 
A. Hajiyev, and it stated that they “are convinced that the 
Muslims of the Caucasus will make their dreams come 
true and prove to the whole world that they deserve an 
independent life and are able to decide their own fate 
and defend their rights.” [10, 1918, 10 December]. It is 
noteworthy that ordinary people called this parliament 
“their own parliament” and stated that they were “ready 
to provide any kind of assistance in its creative work” [2, 
1918, 10 December].

The main task of the government of the Araz-Turkic 
Republic was to create armed groups and to support 
their activities in order to protect the security of the re-
gion from Armenians. At one of the government’s first 
sessions, the following important decisions were made: 
1. Compulsory mobilization; 2. Separating soldiers into 
battalions and accommodating them in barracks; 3. 
Ensuring that 14,000 poods of wheat from the govern-

ment warehouses are issued to feed the soldiers; 4. Pro-
vision of clothes and articles to newly-recruited soldiers 
by the government; 5. Gathering weapons from non-
combatants and handing them over to soldiers who do 
not have weapons; 6. Calling up all men between the 
ages of 20-35 for military service [15, p. 106]. Militia of-
fices and their branches were established in the repub-
lic. The creation of voluntary populations - battalions 
also began. With the help of military minister Ibrahim 
bay Jahangiroglu, armed forces were formed in a short 
time, and a 500-person cavalry regiment was set up. 
The voluntary popular detachments that were created 
consisted of about 20 battalions. Four of the battalions 
were placed in Nakhchivan, three in Sharur-Daralayaz, 
and the rest in Zangazur, Vedibasar and Gamarli. The 
number of soldiers in each battalion ranged from 250 
to 500 [23, p. 375].

The Nehram battalion was headed by Kalba Mukhtar, 
the Jahri battalion by Kalba Karim, the Diza battalion by 
Gulu bay and Mammad Rza bay, the Sharur battalion by 
Huseyn Aliyev, the Yengija forces by Mashadi Alasgar 
Agha, the Karkar forces by Mohsun Jamalov, the battal-
ion located in the villages of Bash Norasen, Dudanga and 
Zeyva by Karbalayi Habib bay and Fatulla Huseynov, the 
Ordubad battalion by Ibrahimkhalil Akhundov, and the 
Sharur-Sadarak battalion by Hasan Shahverdi oglu [14, 
p. 52; 25, p. 103-104]. Yakup Sevki pasha, the command-
er of the 9th Army of the Ottoman Empire, and Colonel 
Rushdu bay, the commander of the 9th division, made a 
great contribution to the formation of the military units 
of the Araz-Turkic Republic. Amir bay Narimanbayov, the 
head of the Araz-Turkish government, asked the Turkish 
army to provide assistance with 18 types of weapons, 
ammunition, military supplies, clothes, carts and mate-
rial supplies [23, p. 376-377].

All the forces that were created were sent to defend 
and govern Nakhchivan and other regions of the Araz-
Turkic Republic. Volunteer resistance detachments gave 
a worthy answer to Armenian Dashnaks. In particular, in 
the battle near the village of Zeyva in the Sharur-Dara-
layaz district, 6,000 volunteer resistance fighters routed 
the Armenian military forces [12, p. 194].

The main purpose of the Araz-Turkic Republic was 
to protect the region from Armenian occupation. The 
government’s leadership was actively working in this 
direction and used the help of the Ottomans. The per-
manent military adviser of the Turkish government at 
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the government of the Araz-Turkic Republic, Halil bey, 
and 5 officers and 300 soldiers of the Ottoman troops 
kept in Nakhchivan did some work in this direction [29, 
p. 55]. Halil bey provided connections between Turkey 
and the Araz-Turkic Republic. He made a special contri-
bution to the defense of the region’s population from 
the attacks and violence of Armenians in the period 
when the Araz-Turkic Republic existed and in subse-
quent years (1919-1920).

Members of the parliament of the Araz-Turkic Re-
public, the local intelligentsia and representatives of 
the Iravan province’s population try to take advantage 
of all the opportunities to protect the region, negoti-
ate with various organizations and appeal to them to 
prevent Armenian attacks. In his appeal to the govern-
ment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the mem-
bers of parliament T. Makinski, A. Makinski, R. Ismayilov, 
A. Sheykhulislamov, M. Maharramov, P. Bayrambayov, 
Y. Tahirov and A. Sultanov said: “Armenian troops have 
occupied all of Surmali district and the Muslim-popu-
lated parts of Iravan, Uchmuazzin and Sharur districts 
and are advancing on Nakhchivan. At this moment, 
some of the civilian population was slaughtered, while 
others were expelled from their villages and forced 
to flee to Iran through the mountains, which means 
inevitable death” [7, v. 21-22]. Hasan bay Agayev read 
out this appeal from the members of parliament at the 
7th session of the Azerbaijani parliament, which was 
called on January 8, 1919. Saddened by these tragic 
facts, the Azerbaijani parliament suggested that the 
government “take all measures at its disposal to pre-
vent all these misfortunes” [7, v. 23].

The Araz-Turkic Republic tried to establish close re-
lations with the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and 
sought ways to unite with it. The government of the 
Araz-Turkic Republic repeatedly proclaimed Nakhchi-
van as an integral part of Azerbaijan and sought as-
sistance from the Azerbaijani government. This was 
welcomed by the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and 
measures were taken to help them. However, the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic was unable to provide the 
support expected by the population of the Araz-Turkic 
Republic [14, p. 50].

The Azerbaijan Democratic Republic sent Mirabbas 
Mirbagirov, the representative of the Muslim commu-
nity of the Iravan province, to study the situation of the 
population of the Araz-Turkic Republic. The twelve of-

ficers sent to help the Araz-Turkic Republic joined Mir-
bagirov in Ganja [3, p. 8].

The representatives of the Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic were welcomed in Ordubad and Nakhchivan 
with great enthusiasm. Mirbagirov informed the Nakh-
chivan leadership that the government of the Azerbai-
jan Democratic Republic was ready to help them. It is 
no coincidence that the Azerbaijani government sent 1 
million manats in cash here. Pasha Bayramov and Yusif 
bay Gaziyev, who brought the money, were temporarily 
held up in Tbilisi [14, p. 54]. Since the money brought 
via Tbilisi did not reach Nakhchivan, it was sent back to 
Baku. Failure to bring the aid money to Nakhchivan fur-
ther exacerbated the current regional problems.

Mirbagirov and the representatives who came to Na-
khchivan with him participated in a meeting with mem-
bers of the government of the Araz-Turkic Republic on 
February 23, 1919. The Nakhchivan residents expressed 
their wish to be part of Azerbaijan to the representa-
tives from Baku. An act on Nakhchivan’s joining the 
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic on a voluntary basis 
was signed. The act consisted of paragraphs relating to 
political, military, economic, material and cultural issues. 
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The act was signed by government members, members 
of the National Council and representatives of the pub-
lic and was sealed by the government.

During this period, relations between the support-
ers of Jafargulu Khan in Nakhchivan and the Araz-Turkic 
Republic were not at the appropriate level. This led to a 
dangerous situation. The representatives of the Azerbai-
jan Democratic Republic who were aware of this were 
able to prevent the conflict between the supporters 
and opponents of Jafargulu Khan [14, p. 55].

Mirbagirov, who came to the Araz-Turkic Republic, 
was acquainted with its work and had conversations 
with the population. Finally, he obtained interesting re-
sults regarding the region and submitted them to the 

Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan Democratic Re-
public in written form:
1. In order to govern this region, it is important to ap-

point an Azerbaijani general-governor who has the 
ability to combat the influence of the Allies, Iran and 
Armenia, who does not have any sympathy for the 
khans and entrepreneurs, who does not fall under 
the influence of others, who can stubbornly pursue 
a certain policy, who is brave and resolute and who 
does not tend to take bribes.

2. It is important to appoint a person with the qualities 
mentioned above as military minister.

3. Chief administrators who manage the civil and judi-
cial authorities must be Azerbaijanis.

4. Taking into account the small number of those sent 
before, it is necessary to send another group of of-
ficers led by a talented colonel in order to organize 
the local military business [14, p. 56].
Following Mirbagirov’s proposals, the Azerbaijani 

government began to systematically deal with Nakhchi-
van’s problems. However, the capture of Nakhchivan by 
the British in January 1919 and the fact that they did not 
have a positive attitude towards Amir bay’s government 
made things difficult. At the same time, the Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic wanted to provide economic and 
military assistance to the Araz-Turkic government. De-
spite its very hard economic and financial situation, the 
allocation of funds for the construction of the Baku-Julfa 
railway in Azerbaijan’s draft budget of 1919 was of great 
importance [5, v. 3].

The government of the Araz-Turkic Republic took a 
number of measures to intensify its relations with the 
Azerbaijani government. One of such measures was the 
sending of the military chief of the Araz-Turkic Repub-
lic, Bahram khan Nakhchivanski, to Baku in early March 
1919. On his way, Nakhchivanski conducted negotia-
tions in Tbilisi and Ganja [22, p 19]. It was precisely after 
the visit of Bahram khan Nakhchivanski to Baku and his 
talks with the leaders of the Azerbaijan Democratic Re-
public that relations between the two republics were 
revived. After the talks and agreements, the 10 mem-
bers of the officer delegation sent to Nakhchivan by 
the Azerbaijani government were trained in the military 
units of the Araz-Turkic Republic and participated in the 
organization of intelligence work and in the strengthen-
ing of the border lines.

The Azerbaijan Democratic Republic increased the 
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focus on the improvement and maintenance of the 
Agdam-Karyagin-Nakhchivan post and telegraph line 
to improve its relations with Nakhchivan. As a result, 
armed security guards were deployed to the postal and 
telegraph offices in this area [14, p. 61].

The Azerbaijani government decided to send a dele-
gation consisting of T. Makinski, R. Ismayilov and Ganiza-
deh to the Nakhchivan, Sharur, Surmali, Vedibasar and 
Milistan regions. The purpose of the delegation was to 
assist the needs of the population who had suffered 
from the Armenian aggression and to determine the 
status of refugees.

All this suggests that the government of the Azer-
baijan Democratic Republic tried to increase attention 
to Nakhchivan, the Araz-Turkic government, an integral 
part of Azerbaijan.

Relations between the Araz-Turkic Republic and the 
Southwest Caucasus Democratic Republic (Republic of 
Kars) are also of interest. Until recent years, it was diffi-
cult to find the difference between these two republics, 
and they were mixed up. It is very good that both the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey have 
been investigating the history of the two republics, and 
it is still going on.

It should be noted that at the beginning of the 20th 
century the glorious struggle of the native Turkic popu-
lation in the South Caucasus for liberty, independence 
and freedom began with unusual heroism. People unit-
ed, organized themselves and took political action. As 
a result, Turkic republics called “Akhiska government”, 
“Araz-Turkic Republic”, “Kars Muslim Council”, “National 
Council Government” and “Southwest Caucasus Demo-
cratic Republic” were established [1, 14, 19, 23, 26, 27].

The first independent Turkic republic in the South-
west Caucasus was the “Akhiska government”. This gov-
ernment was set up on the eve of the Turkish army’s 
withdrawal from Akhiska-Akhilkalak (29 October 1918 
- 30 November 1918). On November 30, 1918, a lo-
cal government called the “Kars Muslim Council” was 
formed. The Kars, Akhiska, Artvin and Batumi provinces 
united at the First Kars Conference on November 15 
and the National Muslim (Islamic) Council was estab-
lished [20]. At the conference held on November 30, 
the Araz-Turkic Republic and the National Muslim (Is-
lamic) Council merged and established the govern-
ment of the “Kars Muslim Council” in the area from Ba-
tumi to Ordubad. The Araz-Turkic Republic Minister of 

Defense Ibrahim bay Jahangiroglu was elected chief of 
the council [26, p. 69].

On January 17-18, 1919, the 3rd Caucasus Confer-
ence was held. According to the decision taken on the 
same night, a provisional National Southwest Caucasus 
government chaired by Ibrahim bay Jahangiroglu was 
elected. Akhiska, Akhilkalak, Ardahan, Oltu, Kagizman, 
Igdir, Shavshat, Gamarli, Nakhchivan, Ordubad, Kars and 
Batumi became part of this government. That’s to say 
the borders of the National Council were protected in 
the same way [25, p. 130].

Based on this merger, several researchers date the 
Araz-Turkic Republic to 3 (18) November 1918 - 30 No-
vember 1918 and consider 30 November as the last 
date of the Araz-Turkic Republic. However, I. Musayev, A. 
Hajiyev, I. E. Atnur point out that this merger was purely 
formal, and when the Kars Muslim National Council ad-
opted an act on the creation of the Southwest Caucasus 
Republic on December 1, 1918, Nakhchivan and Sharur 
districts were also mentioned among the districts that 
were considered its territory. The Araz-Turkic Republic 
continued its activities in parallel with the Southwest 
Caucasus Republic. At the great Kars conference (3rd 
conference) held in January 1919, the Southwest Cau-
casus Republic was proclaimed with the center in Kars, 
and Ibrahim bay Jahangiroglu was elected head of the 
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government again. This government, which pursued an 
independent domestic and foreign policy, was brought 
down by the British on April 12, 1919, and 13 members 
of parliament, including Ibrahim bay Jahangiroglu, were 
exiled to the island of Malta [27, p. 77].

Some researchers wrote that the Araz-Turkic Re-
public lasted until May-June 1919 [14, p. 237]. In our 
view, the downfall of the Araz-Turkic Republic dates to 
March 1919. There are a number of facts about this. At 
the beginning of March 1919, the Araz-Turkic govern-
ment sent its representatives to Baku. The press of that 
period reported that the special mission of the Araz-
Turkic Republic came to Nakhchivan on March 8, 1919 
[28; 1919, March 9). Pasha Bayramov, who was sent to 
Azerbaijan – Baku by the Araz-Turkic government, met 
with Bahram khan in Tbilisi. Bahram khan told him that 
the Araz-Turkic government had been overthrown and 
that his government had been established instead. 
Indeed, when Armenians attacked Gamarli in January 
and February 1919, the former Araz-Turkic Republic col-
lapsed and Kalbali khan went to help the Sharur popu-
lation with the Nakhchivan detachment and defeated 
the Armenian armed forces. A government, which in-
cluded Jafargulu khan, Kalbali khan, and Karim khan 
Iravanli was established in the region [6, v. 3]. Other ar-
chive materials confirm this fact: “As a result of all these 
events, the government of Amir bay collapsed; A new 
government headed by Jafargulu khan, Kalbali khan 
and Karim khan was established in Nakhchivan” [4, v. 
9-10]. The representative of the Muslim community of 
the Iravan province, M. Mirbagirov, met with Kalbali 
khan in Nakhchivan on February 25, 1919, and said that 
the Araz-Turkic Republic had already collapsed [9, v. 87]. 

These facts and examples confirm that the Araz-Turkic 
Republic, established on 3 November 1918, collapsed 
in March 1919.

The Araz-Turkish Republic, despite the fact that it 
lasted a very short time, played an important role in 
the region’s fate and secured the territorial integrity of 
the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. It played an im-
portant role in uniting the population of Nakhchivan, 
Sharur, Ordubad and other regions to combat the en-
emy and did not allow the Armenians to occupy the 
region. The achievements gained at the time of the 
Araz-Turkic Republic are of great importance not only 
for that period, but also for the fate of the whole re-
gion, its present and future. 
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