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The pre-revolutionary1 history of motor transport 
in Azerbaijan is closely connected with the histo-
ry of the oil industry, which has been developing 

rapidly since the 1870s. This contributed to the import 
of cars into Azerbaijan. As you know, at the end of the 
19th century there was not a single car in Azerbaijan.

On 29-30 October 1887, there was a strong fire in 
Black City, and a fire station phaeton was used to extin-
guish it (1, pp. 13. 21, 22, 38, 55). On 19 June 1896, the 
Baku governor sent a complaint about the introduction 
of new taxes in the city to St. Petersburg: “Since we have 
... no cars ..., we declare that the decision on the collec-
tion of taxes from vehicle owners in favor of the city is 
not only unnecessary, but also impossible.”(2, p. 1).

On 4 June 1908, the Baku City Council passed a res-

olution, which once again proved the absence of road 
transport in the city. The first part of the resolution states: 
“There are four basic ways to carry passengers in Baku:

a) Light one-horse cabs2;
b) Two-horse phaetons;
c) Stagecoaches3;
d) Freight carts” (3, l. 136).
In general, not just until 1920, but also later pas-

sengers and goods in Azerbaijan, including in Baku 
were carried mainly by phaetons, carts, stagecoach-
es, horse-drawn trams (urban railway, on which the 
carriages are drawn by horses) and one-horse cabs.

In the absence of cars, it was decided to regulate 
phaeton transport. Based on the 4 June 1878 resolu-
tion of the Baku City Council, the post of head of pha-
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Metallurgique (Switzerland) - one of the first cars imported to Baku

1 It means the Bolshevik revolution of October 1917
2 It means one-horse cabs close to European cabs
3 Eight-seat interurban cabs drawn by several horses
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eton drivers was established. Mustafa Kazim oglu was 
elected to the post and Allad Dovlat-oglu was his as-
sistant (4, pp. 1, 2, 3). The duties entrusted to the head 
show that they consist in introducing order in the sphere 
of phaeton transport. Among them is the establishment 

of parking areas for phaetons and uniforms for phaeton 
drivers. In 1880, the City Council passed a resolution on 
the appointment of exchange phaetons that were sup-
posed to move on certain routes:

1) from the city to the railway station

2(25), SUMMER 2016

Adler (France) - one of the first cars imported to Baku

Unique (France) - one of the first cars imported to Baku
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2) from one edge of the city to the other
3) from Bayil to the train station
4) from Bayil to Shamakhinka
5) from the city to Bayil
6) from the city to Black City (5, pp. 8, 12).
However, a large number of phaetons and carts in 

the city paralyzed all traffic. The excessive number of 
carts was stressed by numerous entrepreneurs in 
their appeals about the opening of horse-drawn 
trams in the city. Among them is a merchant of the 1st 
guild, Aleksandr Feodorovich von Welke (petition of 14 
July 1878) (6, l. 15). The problem was created not only 
by passenger carriages but also by freight carts. At that 
time, thousands of horse-drawn carts were engaged in 
transporting oil and lubricants made from oil and other 
products in Black City and White City. As for the carts that 
supplied the population of Baku with drinking water, 
there were so many of them that when they took wa-
ter from sources, brawls often occurred for a place in the 
queue, and at times the authorities had to intervene (7, l. 
2). Ordinary dirt roads failed to withstand countless 
carts and carriages and fell into disrepair. Therefore, 
the Baku Duma issued a decree on 10 June 1880, 
under which Baku’s Mikhaylovskaya and Olginskaya 
streets and the seaside would be paved with stone 
for the first time in Azerbaijan (8, pp. 14, 15).

On 20 May 1899, members of the City Council sent 
the Baku City Duma a note which contained concrete 
proposals to streamline urban transport and the trans-
portation of passengers in and around the city. On 13 
October of the same year, the Baku City Duma ad-
opted a law on the transportation of passengers 
and public transport for the first time. Neither the 
abovementioned note nor the law adopted by the City 
Council mentioned cars.

Written memories by Mir Hasan Mir Aziz oglu Mov-
sumov show that the first car was delivered to Baku 
in 1908 by the owner of oil fields Zubalov, who lived 
on Nikolayev (now Communist) street4. Movsumov is 
considered one of the first Azerbaijani drivers. He 
got his driver’s license number 001640 on 22 May 1912 
(he currently lives in the 3rd Chkalov Lane in Baku). The 
car delivered by Zubalov was a car of the French brand 
Bersele.

In 1908-1909, there were only a few cars in Baku. Up 
until 1912, the main work in the urban economy was 
carried out by horses. The total number of horses in 
Baku was 6,591, of which 2,556 were used for phaetons, 
3,898 - for freight carts, 126 - for special works and 11 - 
for riding (9, l. 8).

An official letter sent from Baku to St. Petersburg in 
1911 points out that in 1910 the city had 24 cars and 
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Geologist and engineer Gubkin’s (second from left) car during a geological survey in Absheron

4 Currently, Istiglal Street
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in 1911 - 36. Of the 36, one belonged to the city mayor 
and the others to individuals. Of the 36 cars, two had 
36-40 hp and the others - 6-30 hp (10, l. 16).

In 1913, the number of cars in Baku reached 100 
(11, l. 1).

On 23 July 1914, the Baku City Council drew up a 
list according to which the city had 148 cars. Most 
of these cars were privately owned and some be-
longed to joint-stock companies such as Baku-Rus-
sian-Oil, companies of Murtuza Mukhtarov, Caspian-
Black Sea, companies of the Bekkler, Mirzoyev and Li-
anozov brothers.

The diplomats that were in Baku in that period 
charged to cars. For example, the Danish-Norwegian 
consul Erin Bjoringan had a Berne car with a capacity of 
31 hp (12, l. 1).

Until 1912, cars in Azerbaijan had no numbers. On 
30 January 1912, the City Council sent all car owners a 
letter demanding that they pay a duty to the city and 
get numbers for their car. The letter says that Haji Zeynal 
Abdin Tagiyev must pay 120 rubles, Sadiq Bay Hajinski - 
90 rubles and Mirmovsumov - 30 rubles5.

In general, before the revolution in Baku and other 
cities of Russia there were road transport rules that may 
seem strange today. For example,

1) due to the lack of automotive specialists, cit-
ies elected “fitter-drivers” and his deputies, who were 
obliged to resolve all technical issues. In Baku, the first 
fitter-driver was elected on 6 October 1912. It was an 
experienced driver named Yegor Medvedev and his 
deputies were Fedor Kharitonov and Stepan Barikov 
(12, l. 33).

2) A driver had to change his driver’s license when 
moving from one car to another. The certificate issued 
to a car owner by the City Council indicated his name 
and the number of the car. The car owner could put 
in the name of the driver at his own discretion. A dis-
missed driver was obliged to return the license to the 
car owner. This order forced drivers to work for individ-
ual car owners (10, l. 30). For example, when one of the 
oldest motorists of Azerbaijan, Mustafa Ibrahim oglu Ali-
yev, started working for the Baku millionaire Salimov in 
a Benets car with serial number 15985 and city number 
86, he handed over his previous license and got a new 
one issued by Salimov (13, l. 4).

In 1914, the City Council decided to order a car for 
the Baku fire brigade and sent a letter to the representa-
tive of Daimler in Baku. However, due to the outbreak 
of World War I, the car was not delivered to Baku (14, ll. 
3, 4). It should be noted that in Baku, as well as other 
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First trucks in the Caucasus - a convoy of French cars at the entrance to Tiflis

5 The author does not clarify the reason for the difference between the duties. Most likely, the sum of the duty was linked 
to the number of numbers issues, i.e. the number of cars
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cities of Russia, there were special representatives 
of countries with advanced automobile industry. For 
example, at the corner of Malaya Morskaya and Telefon-
naya streets there was a representative of the German 
firm Paul Buhre, Vasilevskiy, in place of the current Na-
val Academy - a representative of the famous American 
company Ford-T, Krasinbayev, and representatives of the 
company Geis (22).

The first garage in Baku was built by Frenchman 
Henri Charpentier in 1908-1909. The garage was de-
signed for two cars (10, l. 18). Charpentier was engaged 
in using and repairing cars imported from France. The 
Baku driver Sergei Grigoryevich Ayrapetov learned to 
drive a car in 1908, working with him. Charpentier’s cars 
(Minera and Yunik) served the French staying in the pri-
vate hotel Europe, which was located at the site of the 
present-day restaurant Novbahar.

In Baku, automobile equipment was also sold by 
a representative of the Continental company, Umar 
Benedikt.

We know the names of several Azerbaijanis who 
trained to operate a vehicle for the first time in 
Azerbaijan and began to work in road transport in 
1909-1914:

1) Mustafa Ibrahim oglu Aliyev
2) Bala Aga Mashadi Gasim oglu
3) Dadash Bagirov
4) Seyid Huseyn Mir Aziz oglu
5) Seyid Hasan Mir Aziz oglu
6) Sarab Aga Abdul-oglu (15, l. 43)
Sayyid Hasan remarked in his memoirs: “I remember 

well how the French drivers didn’t respond to our ques-
tions about what we didn’t know, and even when re-
pairing cars, they led us out or distracted us with some-
thing and repaired the car themselves – they tried to 
ensure that we didn’t learn anything. We, Azerbaijanis, 
were introduced to motor vehicles by Russians who 
worked in Baku at the time.” Among the Russian drivers, 
we know the names of Andrey Orlov (lived at Balakhani 
Street 17), Yegoriy Medvedev (Gubernskaya 18) and Fe-
dor Ivanovich (Bayilovskaya 23) (15, l. 43).

The memoirs of Seyid Hasan contain interesting 
facts: “In 1913, I worked for the owners of oil fields, the 
Ashurbayovs, in a car from the German company Bens. 
At that time, M. Azizbayov worked there as an engi-
neer. I often drove Azizbayov to oilfields in Ramana and 
Sabunchu. He spent most of the time on long conver-
sations with workers alone and in groups, and then he 
got in the car and returned to the city. Later I realized 
that Azizbayov carried out preparatory work in order to 
awaken the revolutionary consciousness of the workers 
for a future revolution.” (22)

In connection with the beginning of World War I, the 
Russian automobile factory Russo-Balt closed in 1915. 
The closure of the plant, the removal of cars from Azer-
baijan in connection with mobilization for military pur-
poses, and the further increase in duties on the basis of 
the act “On taxes for the maintenance of phaetons, carts, 
automobiles, bicycles, motor and sailing ships, horses 
and dogs” adopted by the Provisional Government (29/
IX-1917) further weakened the development of road 
transport in Azerbaijan (16, l. 2). In 1917, there were 101 
automobiles in Azerbaijan (16, ll. 43, 44, 45, 46, 48, 74).

In 1917, a union of drivers – a union of road transport 
workers – was created. The union was so influential 
that even the City Duma was forced ask them for 
permission when car drivers had to work for more 
than 8 hours (17, l. 3). In 1917, it was the union of driv-
ers that conducted exams for drivers. For example, on 4 
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Mustafa Aliyev - one of the first Azerbaijani drivers
(he received his driver’s license in 1911). 
Photo made in the 1920s
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December 1917, the Baku City Council sent Ajdar Khalil 
oglu to the Union of Drivers asking to take an exam 
from him. (18, l. 2)

On 25 April 1918, an Automobile Commissariat was 
created at the General Staff of the Caucasian Red Army 
on the initiative of the Council of Baku Commissars creat-
ed by the Bolsheviks (18, l. 41). As is clear from the mem-
oirs of a resident of Baku, Mustafa Ibrahim oglu Aliyev, 
who worked as a car driver from 1913, the Baku Coun-
cil widely used road transport in combat (21). In 1918, 
Sergey Grigoryevich Ayrapetov, who came to Baku from 
Nukha in 1908 and worked as a car driver from 1910, 
together with a member of the Baku Commissariat, 
B. Avakyan, fulfilled instructions of the Military Rev-
olutionary Committee in many combat operations 
with his car, which is why he received the title of Red 
Guard guerrilla (19).

In 1914, there were 1,304 vehicles Azerbaijan, and in 
1919 - 6.71 km of roads (23, l. 26). In 1920, there were up 
to 300 vehicles in the republic (23, l. 11). 
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Oilman Musa Nagiyev’s car. Nagiyev is in the back row, second from right


