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Formula 1
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Formula 1 has settled in Azerbaijan. The Grand 
Prix of Europe left practically nobody indifferent, 
and fans eagerly imbibed every moment of the 

race, which ended in victory for the Mercedes pilot 
Nico Rosberg. He went down in history as the first to 
win the Baku City Circuit. It is quite possible that suc-
cess in the Baku stage will help the German pilot to 
win a world title.

Azerbaijan has long established itself as a sports 
power, and major competitions are held here with 
enviable constancy. Last year, the capital hosted the 
first ever European Games, which were a great success. 
This year will see the World Chess Olympiad and next 
year - the Islamic Solidarity Games. Sports are firmly 
established in the category of state policy, and major 
tournaments are scheduled for years ahead.

In this context, the arrival of Formula 1 in Azerbai-
jan opened a new chapter in history. “Royal races” have 
always been for the select few, and fans have always 

been attracted by roaring engines and the ability to 
observe rapid overtaking and insane speeds, which 
bolides develop on the track. And in Baku motorsport 
fans got what they desired. However, all this is only the 
tip of the iceberg, and behind the Grand Prix of Eu-
rope there is truly titanic work by its organizers who 
did everything possible to hold Formula 1 in Baku at 
the highest level.

So, what makes the Baku City Circuit different from 
other similar Formula 1 tournaments? The length of 
the track, which has 20 turns, is 6 kilometers and has its 
own characteristics. One of the special features of the 
Baku circuit, which are not found on other Formula 1 
tracks, is that in the Neftchilar Avenue section, the race 
cars travel in opposite directions, and safety is ensured 
by a special concrete bulkhead. At its narrowest point 
near Ichari Shahar, the width of the track does not ex-
ceed 7.6 meters. That is to say overtaking on this site 
is simply impossible. But the sight of bolides emerging 
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from the 12th turn against the background of the for-
tress wall took the audience’s breath away.

Formula 1 boss Bernie Ecclestone said: “If all orga-
nizers made the efforts we saw here, it would be just 
great. They worked incredibly. The track was very good. 
I wanted to be sure the cars drive past the old fortress 
so that this footage appears in the TV broadcast, and 
that’s how it turned out. Of course, there were some 
problems, but that’s okay, because we held the race for 
the first time here.”

A city race requires more effort than racing tracks. 
This is understandable because it is not easy to build 
a track through the city center, covering all the sights 
and making the race truly unique. The bureau of the 
German architect Hermann Tilke was engaged in the 
implementation of the project. “The culture and his-
tory of Baku became a key part of this project. While 
designing the configuration of the track, we wanted 
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to show the beauty of the historical sites of the city 
and its modernity. And the biggest challenge was the 
development of the configuration - with city tracks it 
is always difficult, because they use the existing ar-
chitecture. There were problems, but we solved them 
successfully together with the organizers. There is no 
other such track in the world - and it is one of the 
most interesting ones on the calendar. Even com-
pared to other urban racetracks, the track in Baku is 
unique,” Tilke said.

In order to evaluate the significance of the Grand 
Prix of Europe, we need to mention the history of For-
mula 1, the roots of which lie in the Grand Prix Eu-
ropean Auto Racing Championship, which took place 
in the 1920s and 1930s. In 1946, the International 
Federation of Motor Racing (FIA) introduced rules for 
so-called Formula 1, which entered into force in 1947. 
The first world championship in this class of cars was 
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held in 1950 and was won by Italian Giuseppe Farina 
in an Alfa Romeo.

But the “golden age” of Formula-1 began in 1981 
when the so-called Concorde Agreement - a docu-
ment regulating relations between Formula 1 teams 
and the FIA - was signed. Under the agreement, all 
rights to the television broadcast of F1 racing were 
handed over to a newly formed company called For-
mula One Promotions and Administration (FOPA) (later 
known as the Formula One Management), whose di-
rector is Bernie Ecclestone. Since then, Ecclestone has 
been called “the boss of Formula 1” not without a rea-
son. The current championship consists of 21 stages, 
one of which is hosted by Baku.
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The debut race in the capital of Azerbaijan met the 
expectations of fans. The pilots arrived in Baku from 
Montreal, which hosted the Grand Prix of Canada, so 
they did not have enough time to adapt. The Baku 
stage was the eighth this season, and the first one 
was held with the advantage of representatives of the 
Mercedes team. In particular, Nico Rosberg won four 
races and Lewis Hamilton - two. In the event of success 
in the European Grand Prix, Hamilton could beat his 
partner and lead the overall standings. Therefore, the 

intrigue was pretty interesting.
Baku became a lucky city for Rosberg, who won 

the “Grand Slam” in a single stage. That is to say he 
gained a pole position, leading from start to finish and 
setting the fastest lap time. “Everything went smooth-
ly! In the race, I felt as if I could do anything I liked, as 
if there was no risk of error. I am very happy, I came 
to Baku for the first time and succeeded! The track is 
great,” Rosberg said.

At the same time, the pilot of Sahara Force India, 
Sergio Perez, who took third place, won the special 
prize “Driver of the Day”. “I knew that there was a chance 
for the podium, but to achieve such a result was very 
difficult. We decided to move onto the version with a 
single pit stop pretty early, and when I returned to the 
track, I immediately came under pressure from Ham-
ilton. I had to attack in full force immediately, and re-
straining Lewis was incredibly difficult. Then I created 
a gap and began to attack Kimi Räikkönen from Ferrari. 
It seemed to me that at some point a safety car should 
have appeared on the track – it is unbelievable, but we 
did without it,” Perez noted at a news conference.

At the same time, Ferrari confirmed the status of 
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the nearest competitor of Mercedes - Sebastian Vettel 
came second. “The team did not to give up and worked 
perfectly well. During the race we did not know how 
quickly Lewis Hamilton and Sergio Perez would be 
able to get, and therefore, it was important to create a 
maximum gap. I am surprised that the safety car never 
appeared, but in general it was a great track and we 
had a wonderful weekend,” Vettel stressed.

Toro Rosso pilot Daniil Kvyat was also impressed 
with the Grand Prix of Europe. “I think that on this track 
one needs courage,” the Russian said. “One must have 
the courage to attack on such a circuit. It is necessary 
to go to the limit, and in the event of the slightest mis-
take, you will be punished. I would like to see more of 
such tracks as in Baku in Formula 1.

In turn, victory in the European Grand Prix strength-
ened Rosberg’s position in the personal standings. He 
has 141 points, while his teammate Hamilton (117) is 
second. Vettel (96) is in the third position. In the Con-
structors’ Championship, Mercedes consolidated its 
leadership (258 points) even more and is followed by 
Ferrari (177) and Red Bull (140).

In general, the debut Grand Prix of Europe in Baku 

was wonderful. And for those who were involved in 
its organization, the most important moment of the 
weekend was the panoramic footage in the television 
broadcast. Indeed, the organizers pushed themselves 
to the limit, creating a real feast for the fans. Through-
out the race weekend, the so-called “F1 Village” was 
located on the seaside boulevard where visitors could 
take part in autograph sessions of the pilots and enjoy 
socializing with their idols. Recreational zones were ar-
ranged, and after the races, concerts of famous singers 
from around the world - Chris Brown, Enrique Iglesias 
and Pharrell Williams – were held on the boulevard. So 
the Formula 1 festival in Baku will be remembered by 
the fans for a long time, and the following year it will 
return here again.

We will be waiting! 

Photos from the official site  
of the President of the Azerbaijan Republic,  

the official site of the organizing committee of Formula 
One Grand Prix of Europe are used in this article.
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